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Um Jihad urges unity in intifada 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — The widow of assassinated Palestinian 
leader Khalit At Wazir (Abu Jihad) called in a rare interview Friday for 
unity among leaders of the nearly 32-nxmth-old uprising. “It is necessary 
to forge unity between aS factions,” looser A1 Wazir (Um Jihad) told 
Jerusalem’s AI Nadwa Arabic weekly. Her husband, killed in Tunis in 
1988, was deputy to PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat and widely regarded as 
one of the leading figures behind die uprising. “We must leave aside 
ideological differences to develop the spiking and to enlarge the unified 
leadership,” said Um Jihad, herself a member of the Fateh Central 
Co mm ittee. Fateh, the Popular Front, the Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine and the Palestine Communist Party comprise the 
unified leadership of the uprising which steers the revolt in the occupied 
territories. The f undamenta li st Hamas movement, which opposes the 
PLO’s peace overtures to Israel, runs its own organisation of uprising 
activists independent of the unified leadership . 



^France releases 
Lebanese guerrillas 

rc^ % PARIS (R) ■ — Lebanese guerrilla 
r<i3 Anh N«*ache and four accom- 
pKcea, jailed after trying to kill 
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former Iranian Prime Minister 
Shahpur Bakhtiar in 1980, were 
granted a presidential pardon by 
France Friday, the Justice Minis , 
try said. The five men were im- 
mediately. put oq ^ Iran Air 
plane bound for Tehran, airport 
sources added. The ministry sa id 
the five, who had served 10 years 
of their jail sentences, were par- 
doned by President Francois Mit- 
terrand end bad been expelled. 
Naccache was flown by helicopter 
from Fresnes prison outside Paris 
to Orly airport and hustled onto a 
scheduled Iran Air flight by 
policemen ahead of other passen- 
gers. 

Andreotti averts 
cabinet collapse 

ROME (R) — Prune Minister 
Giulio Andreotti polled his one- 
year-old government back from 
die brink of coflapse Friday,, by 
appointing five new ministers to 
replace members of his party who 
resigned over a broadcasting bill. 
He was left facing two parliamen- 
tary confidence votes — one on 
tds new catenet and a second on 
amendments to the broadcasting 
tell which forced the reshuffle — 
bat appeared almost certain to 
win than. Both votes were ex- 
pected to be held Saturday. 

Disco bombing 
suspect arrested 

WEST BERLIN (AP) — Au- 
thorities arrested a suspect in the 
1986 b o mb ing of a West Berlin 
discotheque frequented by U.S. 
soldiers that led to the U.S. air 
raid on Libya, officials said Fri- 
day. A man, described only as 
being of an Arab nationality, Was 
arrested on Wednesday-, said 
Werner Thronicker, a spokesman 
for the West . Berlin interior 
ministry. Authorities sea r ched six 
apartments and a jail cell and 
seized written materials they said 
could be of use to the investiga- 
tion, he said. He would not iden- 
tify the man or release any other 
details. - 

SLA threatens 
to shell civilians 


MARJAYOUN, Lebanon (R) — 
. Apro- Israeli militia commander 
t threatened Friday to shell rivi- 
r in South Lebanon if fighting 
: .r~ among two Lebanese groups 
x- spills into territory he controls. 
\ General Antoine Lahd of the 
Sooth Lebanon Army (SLA) told 
'f: VIsnews world television news 

agency be would retaliate if pro- 
^ - Iranian Hizboflah (Party erf God) 
and Syrian-backed Amal shelled 
' die buffer strip patrolled by his 
— ' men and Israeli soldiers. ,f By 
ghelBng civilians, HSzbollah has 
>7 given a new dimension to events 
:'-V, in the south... we used to shell 
rT: their militazy positions but now 

we mgiht hit their civilians,” 
Lahd said. His 3,000-stzong mili- 
tia and some 1 ,000 Israeli soldiers 
patrol the strip carved out by the 
Jewish state in 1985. Israeli and 
SLA gunne rs have occasionally 
pounded the foes as they fight for 
the Iqlim A1 Toufah area about 
40 kilometres south of Beirut in 
their ted . for sole le adersh i p of 
Lebanon's 1.5 million Shfite 
communi ty. 

Doe hangs on 

MONROVIA, Liberia (AP) — 
President -Samuel Doe will never 
resign and believes his forces can 
defeat rebels attacking the capital 
in the next two weeks, a spokes- 
man said Friday. The spokesman, 
in a radio telephone call to the 
BBC in London, said Dbe’s 
forces had retaken much of 
Bnsbrod Island north to the cent- 
al in a connterattack Friday. 
Hiese was no way to immediately 
verify the spokesman’s com- 
ments. The spokesman said Doe 
himself had driven across the 
bridge separating the city from 
the island to visit the front He 

said 48 rebels (Sed in the fighting, 

bat no government troops were 
i Kite d, .ft© spokesman also de- 
rj med rebels had forced the closure 
>* • of Spriggs-Payne airfield, the a- 
i- r , tv’s last link with the outside 
world since rebeb surrounded the 
fl- 5 J capital in recent fitting. Hun - 
dreds of thousands of' people 
> have fled the civil war, a ILN. 
■;.< office said Friday. Both sides me 
rjS": afwwwi of kffling civilians.- . 
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Expatriate remittances rising, certain sectors growing, 


better import/ export balance achieved, reserves healthy 


Economy faring well, debt 
plan under study — Jardaneh 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Against a backdrop 
of definite indicators of positive 
economic performance after a 
period of stagnation, the Ministry 
of Finance and the Central Bank 
are working on a comprehensive 
plan to manage Jordan’s foreign 
debts, involving conversion of 
part of those debts to invest- 
ments, repayment in kind, and 
bay-back of commercial debts at 
a discounted rate, according to 
die finance minister, Basel Jar- 
daneh. 

Despite a drawback in the area 
of rock phosphate exports to 
Eastern Europe, “our econ o m i c 
performance in the first six 
months of 1990 has been good,” 
Jardaneh told reporters Friday. 

Presenting an evaluation of the 
situation as seen by the Ministry 
of Finance at an informal briefing 
for foe press, the minKter pointed 
out that the dinar has stabilised 
after over 18 months of uncer- 
tainty and fluctuation, and said 
that the foreign exchange re- 
serves were healthy, certain im- 
portant sectors have registered 
growth in the first six months of 
the year, and a better balance has 


been achieved between imports 
and exports. 

Another major indicator, the 
minister said, is a rise in expatri- 
ate remittances, one of Jordan’s 
major foreign exchange sources 
but which registered a sharp drop 
in 1988 and 1989. The Kingdom's 
gross reserves of foreign ex- 
change ts expected to be around 
$800 million by the end of the 
year, the miniq»r said. 

According to Jardaneh, in cer- 
tain aspects the Kingdom’s situa- 
tion today were as good as in 1985 
or 1986. Despite a setback in 
exports of phosphate rocks to 
Eastern Europe, the gross 
domestic product (GDP) is ex- 
pected to register a growth of not 
less than two per cent in real 
terms during the year, he said. 

“The GDP growth in constant 
terms is not affected very much 
by the devaluation of the dinar 
because it is based on a quantum 
approach.” the minister told the 
briefing, arranged by the Ministry 
of Information. 

Assessment 

The minister provided a sector- 
by-sector assessment of the eco- 
nomy’s performance during die 
first six months of 1990 as com- 



Basd Jardaneh 

pared to the corresponding 
period of 1989: 

— Construction: Consumption 
of cement has gone up by 3.5 per 
cent compared with a decline of 
6.5 per cent. This rise indicates an 
increase in construction activity, 
Jardaneh said. “This sector will 
show a good increase by the end 
of the year." be said. 

— Agriculture: reports of 
prices and figures available from 
the Ministry of Agriculture indi- 
cate a growth of 10 per cent in 


real terms. 

— Expatriate remittances: 
Although no definite official fi- 
gures are available yet, the minis- 
ter said, “ai least two major 
banks in the country report a 
growth in expatriate remitt- 
ances.” While one bank has reg- 
istered an increase of about 43 
per cent, another has reported a 
35-per-cent increase, he said. 

“It is a very encouraging de- 
velopment and we hope the trend 
will continue," he said. 

The minister expects the total 
expatriate remittances to be in 
the region of $800 million during 
1990, compared with $640 million 
in 1989. This projected increase, 
according to Jardaneh, is a direct 
result of “regaining confidence in 
the performance of the national 
economy and the stabilisation of 
the dinar.” 

“The balance of services in the 
past year has shown a deteriora- 
tion and we hope to see that the 
downward trend is reversed and 
we will have an improvement as 
of this year," Jardaneh said. 

— Bank deposits: Deposits in 
foreign currency from the private 

(Continued on page 5) 


OPEC signs deal to raise 
oil prices to $21 a barrel 


GENEVA (Agencies) — Saudi 
Arabia and Iraq clinched a com- 
promise Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) agreement Friday to 
raise the group’s target price by 
$3 ^barrel, the first increase since 
1986. 

Delegates said a coinnnnrique 
increasing the price to $21 per 
barrel from $18 was signed in a 
plenary session of a conference of 
the 13-member OPEC in Geneva 
later Friday. 

Details erf the agreement were 
c onfirm ed by the United Arab 
Emirates oil minister, Mana Said 


AI Oteiba. 

New output quotas would aim 
to choke excess supply, mop up a 
prevailing world oil glut and get 
prices up to the new goal from a 
recent $14 to $17 range. 

The agreement set a new out- 
put ceiling of 22.5 million barrels 
a day, a bit above the current cap 
but lower than the group’s actual 
production. To reach the new 
target price, OPEC will have to 
rein in production by about 
700,000 barrels a day. 

Word of the accord sent oil 
prices higher in international 
trading. In London, North Sea 


brent, a widely used benchmark, 
jumped 39 cents from Thmsday 
to $19.65 a barrel for September 
delivery. 

The September contract for 
West Texas intermediate, the 
benchmark grade of U.S. erode, 
rose 9 cents to $20.39 a 42-gallon 
(160-litre) barrel. 

Iranian Oil Minister Gholam 
Rcza Aqazadeh said the agree- 
ment will be valid through the 
aid of the year. He said it was 
reached at the highest levels of 
the OPEC governments and 

(Coutfeoed on page 5) 


Iraq signals tough stand in 
Jeddah talks with Kuwait 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
made clear Friday it would take 
an uncompromising stand at con- 
ciliation talks with Kuwait, saying 
its Golf neighbour must respond 
to Baghdad’s “legitimate rights” 
and repair the economic damage 
it caused. 

Iraq has accused Kuwait of 
stealing its tel and moved troops 
to the border to press demands 
for teutons of dollars in com- 
pensation and an end to an tel 
production policy Baghdad said 
had sabotaged its economy. 

In Geneva Iraq appeared to 
have won its battle for sha.ply 
higher ofl juices when ministers 


of the Organisation erf Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
strode a deal Friday to raise the 
OPEC target price by $3 a barrel. 

“It is necessary that the Kuwaiti 
prime minister knows that be who 
comes to meet us should be prepa r ed 
to wipe out the harm and aggression 
inflicted on Iraq and respond to Iraq’s 
legitimate rights.” an official spokes- 
man was quoted by the Iraqi News 
Agency (INA) as saying. 

The Iraqi spokesman said be was 
commenting on remarks by Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sa&d AI Abdullah AI 
Sabah that Kuwait would not give in 
to threats and blackmail. 

The spokesman said Iraq did not 
resort to threats or blackmail but 


demanded to regain its legitimate 
rights and “frankly referred to the 
hum and aggression inflicted on it." 

He described the meeting between 
Iraq and Kuwait in Saudi Arabia, 
expected to start Sunday or Monday, 
as a preliminary one to be followed by 
more talks in Baghdad. 

There was no immediate response 
from Kuwait. 

INA said the meeting in Jeddah 
between Izzat Ibrahim, vice chairman 
of the Iraqi Revolutionary Command 
Council, and Sheikh Saad was just for 
protocol purposes. 

Organised through the mediation 
of Egyptian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak, the agreement is “a preli m i n ary 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israeli minister threatens to 

against Iraq 


use 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 
griwire Minister Yuval Neeman 
said Friday Israel had the chemic- 
al weapons capability and 
threatened to use such weapons 
ngaintf Iraq. 

Iraqi President Sa d da m Hus- 
sein, saying his country had adv- 
anced binary chemical weapons, 
earlier this year warned that he 
woold use them to retaliate for 
any Israeli attack on an Arab 
state. 

“In my opinion we have an 
excellent answer,” said Neeman, 
a member of the far-right Tehiya 
pa rty in Israel's new hardline 
mai K tiap government. 

*Tbe answer is to threaten him 
with the same goods and there is 
no doubt there is no problem 
today preparing chemical 
weapons,” Neeman said in an 
Israel Radio interview- 
“And if there is such an enemy. 


be must be met with an appropri- 
ate answer. I have no doubt we 
can prepare today for such a 
threat,” be said. 

Neeman, who also beads the 
Israeli space programme, was in- 
volved in the country’s nuclear 
research and was a former head 
scientist for the defence ministry. 

It was the most far-reaching 
statement by an Israeli leader on 
the subject. Israel is widely be- 
lieved to have chemical weapons, 
but officials have never admitted 
it. Defence Ministry spokesman 
Danny Naveh refused comment 
on Neeman’s remarks. 

In the past week, Israeli offi- 
cials have sharpened their rhetor- 
ic in response to the Iraqi warn- 
ing, with Defence Minister 
Moshe Arens saying Iraq’s 
“threats” have increased the 
likelihood of war. 

Some Israeli newspaper edito- 


rials and analysts said Arens and 
others apparently were trying to 
rally U.S. support at a time when 
Congress is debating wide- 
ranging cuts in military spending 
that could affect Israel. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
apparently was displeased by 
Neeman’s remarks. A source in 
Shamir’s office said the prime 
minister would meet with Nee- 
man to the radio inter- 

view. 

The 65-year-old Neeman has 
served in the past both as deputy 
director of army intelligence and 
scientific director of Israel’s ato- 
mic energy programme. 

Readied by telephone after the 
radio broadcast, Neeman did not 
deny he meant Israel bad chemic- 
al weapons. When asked directly 
if the country possessed such 
aims, he replied: “That’S a ques- 
tion for the mi ni s t e r of defence.” 


Kaifu ~ 
arrives 
Aug. 21 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Japanese Prime 
Minister Toshiki Kaifu arrives 
in Amman Aug. 21 on a two- 
day official visit to Jordan dar- 
ing which he will hold talks 
with His Majesty King Hus- 
sein, His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, Prime 
Minister Mudar Badran and 
other officials on the political 
situation in the Middle East 
and Jordanian-Japanese rela- 
tions. 

Kaifu's visit, the first by a 
Japanese prime minister to 
Jordan, aims at farther enhanc- 
ing “the friendly and coopera- 
tive relations with Jordan and 
expressing Japan's support for 
the Kingdom, the key country 
for peace and prosperity in (he 
Middle East,” according to a 
spokesman for the Japanese 
embassy here. 

“Despite their brief history, 

relations between Japan and 
Jordan have expanded rapidly 
in a s pec trum of political, eco- 
nomic, cultural and other 
spheres,” the spokesman said. 

According to the embassy 
spokesman, “although Jordan 
is not the largest recipient of 
Japan’s official development 
aid among the countries of the 
Middle East, (the Kingdom) 
ranks by far the first in the 
Middle East in terms of per 
capita amount.” 

Japan has also been a regu- 
lar and major donor of aid to 
the Palestinians in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip through the United Na- 
tions Relief and Works Agen- 
cy (UNRWA). Tokyo has re- 
peatedly condemned Israel's 
arbitrary practices against the 
Palestinians in its efforts to 
quell the 31 -month-old upris- 
ing in the occupied territories 

Jordan will present a 
comprehensive proposal for 
aid from Japan daring Kaifu's 
visit. Finance Minister Basel 
Jardaneh said Friday. “We are 
very grateful to the Japanese 
government for their past 
assistance,” he said. “They 
have ben very generous and 
have also co-financed World 
Bank i™** to Jordan,” he 
said. 

Tokyo extended a $300 mil- 
lion long-term development 
loan to Jordan in 1987. Part of 
the loan was used for develop- 
ment projects in the Jordan 

(C ontinaed on page 5) 


Princess 

Aysheh 

weds 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Aysheh 
Bint AI Hussein was wed 
Thursday to Zaid Sa’duddin 
Jumaa after an engagement 
that lasted seven months. 

The Princess, the third of 
His Majesty King Hussein’s 
daughters to be married, was 
engaged to Zaid Jumaa, who 
works at the Central Bank of 
Jordan, in December 1989. 

According to a Royal Court 
announcement, the wedding 
ceremony was held at Zahra n 
Palace and attended by His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Mohammad, His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, 
royal family members. Prime 
Minister Mudar Badran, 
Royal Court Chief Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker, Chief Islamic Jus- 
tice Mohammad Mbeilan and 
the bridegroom’s family mem- 
bers. 

Prince Talal’s fiancee 

On Thursday, the Royal 
Palace released information on 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Tala! Bin Mohammad’s fian- 
cee on the occasion of Prince 
Talal’s birthday. 

His fiancee Ghaida’ Hani 
Mohammad Salam works as a 
journalist in London. She 
worked at the Financial Times 
and the Sunday Times in the 
field of political and financial 
news and wrote political analy- 
ses on the Middle East. She 
also worked as a reporter in 
Argentina, Brazil and Para- 
guay and for Renters in Beirut, 
Lebanon and at the British 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) in London as a resear- 
cher, production manager and 
supervisor of press conference 
coverage. 

Ghaida’ Salam is a graduate 
from Georgetown University, 
Washington, and has won 
several academic awards. She 
speaks Arabic, English, 
French and Spanish fluently. 



Her Royal fflghncm Pr inc ess Aysheh Bint AI Hussein with her 
husband Zaid Sa’daddia Jumaa (Petra photo) 



ffls Royal Highness Pi hue TaU with Us fiancee ChaUm 


Egyptian team arrives 
to attend panel meetings 


AMMAN (Petra) — Egyptian 
Prime Minister Atef Sedki ar- 
rived in Amman Friday leading 
an official delegation on a three- 
day visit to the Kingdom to 
attend meetings of (he Joint 
Jordanian-Egyptian Higher Com- 
mittee which begin Saturday. 

Sedki and the accompanying 
delegation were received at 
Queen Alia airport by Prime 
Minister Mudar Badran, Cabinet 
members and senior government 
and military officials. 

Speaking to reporters upon 
arrival, Sedki underlined the 
achievements of die higher com- 
mittee in promoting and bolster- 
ing relations between Jordan and 
Egypt. 

He said the committee would 
work more on developing and 
enhancing bilateral relations. 

In an answer to a question on 
the result of Egyptian efforts to 
settle the conflict between Iraq 
and Kuwait, he said die next few 
days “will witness the return of 
relations between the two coun- 
tries normal.” He said be did not 
know anything about reports that 
Iraq has set conditions for settling 
the dispute with Kuwait. 

Badran affirmed the import- 
ance of such as the Jordanian- 
Egyptian meetings and said the 
two rides would work seriously to 
promote and bolster relations be- 
tween the two countries. 


He said the talks would deal 
with current Arab issues and 
emphasised that the meetings will 
take place within the context of 
the joint committee and the Arab 
Cooperation Council (ACC). 

Jordan, Badran said, will work 
on implementing agreements and 
the conditions concerning em- 
ployment of Egyptians in Jordan. 

The Egyptian delegation in- 
dudes Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister Esmar 
Abdul Megmd and the ministers of 
economy and foreign trade, 
education and labour and the 
state minister at the prime minis- 
try, die minister of state for inter- 
national cooperation and several 
advisors and officials. 

The Jordanian side to the 
meetings will indude the minis- 
ter of interior, the foreign minis- 
ter, the ministers of supply, fi- 
nance, trade and industry, 
labour, agriculture, planning, 
education and higher education 
and a number of specialists. 

The agenda of the meetings 
were finalised Friday by Minister 
of Trade and Industry Ziad Fariz 
on the Jordanian side and by 
Minister of State for Internation- 
al Cooperation Maurice Makra- 
mallah for the Egyptian ride. 

The agenda indude recom- 
mendations on developing rela- 
tions between the two countries. 


U.S. Senate votes 
sanctions on Baghdad 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. Senate voted Friday to slap 
harsh economic sanctions on 
Iraq, including an mid to die $1.2 
billion in loan guarantees Bagh- 
dad now receives to buy Amer- 
ican farm and commercial pro- 
ducts. 

The 80-16 vote came on an 
amendment to the 1990 farm hfll 
offered by Republican Sen. 
Alfonse d’Amato. It was the 


latest sgn of congressional worry 
over Iraq’s increasing militazy 
might in the volatile Middle East. 

Senators underscored the ac- 
tion a short time later by killing, 
57-38, an attempt by farm-state 
colleagues to water down the 
sanctions and avoid the loss of a 
$l-bfllion market for wheat, rice 
and other commodities. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Jerash 

Festival 

concludes 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Ninth Jerash Festival of Cul- 
ture and Arts ended Friday at 
the ancient Greco-Roman 
city. The 16-day festival, 
which was opened by Her 
Majesty Queen Noor, in- 
cluded performances, folk- 
lore troupes from Jordan, 
Arab and foreign countries, 
poetry reading by Jordanian 
and Arab poets, concerts and 
plays, as weD as exhibitions 
of plastic art, photography, 
traditional handicrafts and 
books. Although the 1990 
Jerash Festival was scaled 
down in terms of internation- 
al participation it was another 
landmark in Jordan’s efforts 
to present its artistic and 
cultural standards and tradi- 
tions to the outside world. 

The idea of holding the 
Jerash Festival was put on by 
Queen Noor in 1981 with the 
aim of preserving and en- 
hancing the Jordanian cul- 
ture. In response to Her 
Majesty’s call several profes- 
sors, students and employees 
of Yarmouk University 
formed a committee to orga- 
nise the festival, thus bring- 
ing into existence the first 
Jerash Festival in 1981. 

The choice of Jerash as the 
forum for this event stemm ed 
from its central location, ac- 
cessible to all Jordanians in 
all parts of the Kingdom. 
Furthermore Jerash offers 
theatres and venues suitable 
for the various activities and 
its archaeological setting 
would serve the purpose of 
the event. The Festival gra- 
dually increased the volume 
of international participation 
after it included local activi- 
ties in its first year. 

The festival this year wit- 
nessed good attendance from 
the public. 







Israel plans will make Jews 
majority in Arab Jerusalem 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Israel is p lanning major 
bousing construction for Jews 
in Arab Jerusalem that would 
make Palestinians a minority 
in the Holy City. 

City officials say nearly 
TO,000 units that would house 
TO, 000 Jews are to be built in 
Arab Jerusalem. 

The influx would end the 
Palestinian majority in the 
city, now standing at 150,000 
Arabs to 120,000 Jews. 

Officials of the Israeli-run 
municipality said Thursday at 
least 12,000 of 15,000 houses 
planned for Jews in north Jeru- 
salem would be built on land 
occupied in the 1967 war. 

“Fifteen thousand bousing 
untis in the Jewish sector are 
on the drawing boards. The 
majority are in neighbour- 
hoods across what used to be 
the green line (border),” said 
Bonnie Boxer, spokeswoman 
for the municipality. 

She said city engineers are 
preparing plans for a further 
7,500 units to be built in two 
stages in the south of the city, 
also on land occupied and un- 
ilaterally annexed to Israel. 

Israel expanded the bound- 
aries of the city after occupy- 
ing it, incorporating empty 
land later used or allocated for 
Jewish housing. 

“In five years time, all 
vacant land in north-east Jeru- 
salem will be filled by Jews and 
then the 150,000 Arabs wiD be 
outnumbered by 180,000 to 

190,000 Jews,” said an Israeli 
official who asked not to be 
identified. 

The official said the city had 
been trying to rush the plans 
through since March when 
U.S. President George Bush 
objected to Soviet Jewish im- 
migrants settling in Arab Jeru- 
salem. 

Construction of the first 
stage of 8,000 housing units for 
■Jews in the Pisgat Zeev east 
neighbourhood, beside West 
Bank villages in north Jeru- 
salem, started last March. 

Municipal officials say work 
could start soon on 2,200 
apartments that would become 
the Rekhes Shufat neighbour- 
hood to house religious Jews 
from West Jerusalem and im- 
migrants. 

Boxer said the municipality 
was trying to rush {dans for 
the new neighborhoods 
through the interior ministry. 


using a law designed to speed 
approval of housing projects. 

The new law, passed be- 
cause of a growing housing 
crisis created by the influx of 
tens of thousands of Soviet 
Jews, cuts through the 
bureaucracy by combimo g local 
and regional planning com- 
mittee approval for projects of 
at least 200 units. 

“They want to Judaise the 
city by establishing facts on the 
ground. They think through 
that they can prevent the city 
from returning to Arab 
sovereignty," said Yousef 
Khoury, an engineer Who 
heads an Arab organisation 
trying to promote housing for 
Arabs in Jerusalem. 

Amir Cheshin, adviser on 
Arab affairs to the Israeli 
mayor, Teddy Kollek, told 
Reuters recently that some 

30.000 bousing units had been 
built for Jews in Arab Jeru- 
salem in the last 23 years. 

Boxer said she was not 
aware of any Arab housing 
projects built with municipal 
help other than a small com- 
plex erected in the 1970s in 
Beit Hanina neighbourhood . 

Palestinians say bousing 
plans for Jews are being 
approved faster than ever, 
while plans for some Arab 
neighbourhoods have been 
under study since 1967. 

Municipal plans to build 

18.000 bousing units for Arabs 
in Arab Jerusalem were scrap- 
ped by the interior ministry 
before they were completed. 
Boxer said. 

She said the ministry also 
objected to a reduced plan to 
build 12,000 housing units for 
Arabs and are now working on 
a proposal for 7,500. If that 
plan was approved, further 
steps would be needed before 
construction could start. 

‘Tent camps’ 

Finance Minister Yitzhak Mod- 
aj Friday suggested bousing 
thousands of new Soviet immig- 
rants intent camps like those used 
for Jews arriving in the 1950s. 

Modai’s remark on Israel army 
radio immediately drew cri t i ct su i 
from an official of the Jewish 
Agency, the quasi-government 
body responsible for settling the 
thousands of new immigrants. 

-Tbc fiuance minister, who has 
opposed moves to bring prefabri- 


cated bo wsing for the new immig- 
rants, noted that the Sonets did 
not have good bousing in their 
homeland and should not expect 
it in Israel. 

"So why can't we talk about 
bousing conditions that are tem- 
porary and difficult, even condi- 
tions that are similar to those of 
the early *50s? what is wrong with 
this?" he asked. 

"It is pennissable and we must 
talk about temporary housing up 
to the point of army camps,” he 
added. 

Meir Shfrreet, the treasurer of 
the Jewish Agency, told army 
radio that putting the new immig- 
rants in any type of temporary 
housing would be a mistake, not- 
ing that the 1950s tent camps 
were a failure. 

“The tents were a hothouse of 
social 31s, of crime, of social 
neglect," said Shitreet, who lived 
in a tent camp as a new immigrant 
from Morocco more than 30 years 
ago. 

He was referring in part to the 
lingering animosity between 
Sephardic Jews from the Middle 
East and Ashkenazi Jews from 
Europe and the United States. 

Most immigrants in the 1950s 
were Sephardim, and they ac- 
cused the ruling Ashkenazi elite 
of arrogance and ind iff erence for 
placing them in tent camps. 

Subsidies for the immigrants 
have driven up rents, and Israelis 
have set up several dozen of their 
own tent camps to protest being 
driven out of their homes by the 
higher costs. 

Israeli-Soviet cooperation 

The highest ranking Soviet 
official to visit Israel in more 
than two decades has predicted 
that economic cooperation 
between the two countries was 
set to take off. 

Vladislav Malkevich, presi- 
dent of the Soviet Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, told 
reporters Moscow had en- 
dorsed moves towards coop- 
eration between the Soviet and 
Israeli chambers of commerce. 

‘This is normal and cor- 
rect... -we have received the 
approval of the highest ranks 
in the Soviet government," 
Malkevich said. 

Biif he added that the settle- 
ment of Soviet Jews , in the 
occupied territories, could 
jeopardise relations. 



A homdess Israeli boy twirls a soccer bafl la frswt 
of Ms tent home in a park oppod te the Kimw e t 


relax in the shade. 
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Thorny issues to figure high 
at OIC meeting in Cairo 


By Mohammad Ibrahim 

The Associated Press 

JEDDAH — The protection 
of Islam's holy shrines at Mec- 
ca and Medina, an agenda 
item proposed by Iran, is ex- 
pected. to be one of the diffi- 
cult iss ues at the annual pan- 
Islamic foreign ministers con- 
ference which opens in Cairo 
next Tuesday. 

Sources at the Jeddah-based 
45-member Organisation of 
Islamic Conference (OIC), 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said the issue wifl 
likely trigger heated discus- 
sions, especially between 
Saudi Arabia and Iran. 

Iran has demanded that 
Mecca and Medina, which 
.house Islam’s holiest shrines, 
be turned over to an interna- 
tional supervisory board. 

Tehran’s stance, coupled 
with determination to turn the 
annual pilgrimage into a poli- 
tical forum, has over the years 
sparked confrontation at the 
Haj between the Iranian pil- 
grimage contingent and the 
Saudi security. In 1987, 402 
mostly Iranian pilgrims died in 
dashes with. Saudi security 
forces. 

Iran has boycotted the Isla- 
mic foreign ministers confer- 
ence since 1988, when the 
Saudis gained OIC backing for 
tbefr'demahd for pilgrimage 
quotasVai the . Haj. Iran, has 
also ‘jarice. boycotted the Haj. 

But Iranian Foreign Minis- 


ter Ali Akbar Velayati has 
confirmed his country’s parti- 
cipation at the Cairo confer- 
ence expected to last nntil 
Aug. 4, though he has indH 
cated it would be at die level of 
under-secretary. 

Another knotty issue facing 
the Islamic foreign m in is te rs is 
Kashmir, put on the agenda by 
Pakistan. 

Pakistan is a ranking mem- 
ber of the OIC and seeks to 
enlist massive s u pport from 
the Muslim World against In- 
dia over Kashmir that 
threatens a fresh war in the 
subcontinent. 

Most of the OIC members 
enjoy friendly ties with New 
Delhi, though they have con- 
demned police crackdowns 
from predominantly Hindu In- 
dia on the Muslim minority of 
Kashmir. 

There are more than 70 poli- 
tical, economic, social and 
cultural items on die agenda. 
The OIC is the political 
umbrella for the world’s esti- 
mated one billion Mnslims. 

Senior officials from mem- 
ber states are to meet in Cairo 
as of Saturday to finalise the 
agenda. 

OIC staff led by Secretaxy- 
Generai Hamid Al Gabid is 
already in tbe Egyptian capital 
to prepare for tbe meeting, 
which falls just months before, 
the sixth Islamic summit to be 
held in Dakar, Senegal, early 
next year.'. 

The OIC holds its foreign 
ministers conferences annually. 


but the summits are convened 
once every three years. . 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, whose country was 
ostracised by the OIC for sir 
years af ter its 1979 treaty wife 
Israel, wfll inaugurate the fore- 
ign ministers c onfe re nce Tues- 
day. 

The sources dediend to say 
if the dispute over ofl, border 
fines and loans b e t we e n Iraq 
and Kuwait and the United 
Arab Emirates win be on the 


Mubarak, the chief 
mediator in the Gulf dispute, 
has reportedly pressed for ex- 
duding the item. 

The OIC Thursday issued a 
statement asking Kuwait and 
Iraq to settle their differences 
peacefully. •* 

The influx of Soviet Jews 
into Israel is another mam 
item on the ministers’ agenda- 
The OIC, established in 1969 
after the case of arson at the 
A1 Aqsa Mosque, has always 
considered Palestine and Jeru- 
salem is the first and foremost 
cause of die Islamic Nation. 

According to the sources, 
the conference wfll discuss, 
means of supporting the 
Palestinian struggle to estab- 
lish a homeland and ways of 
aiding tbe uprising by die 1.7 
million inhabitants of the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza 
’Strips . 

Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat is expected to attend 
tiie opening session. 


Freedom of navigation in Gulf ‘important to U.S . 9 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
American Ambassador-designate 
to Kuwait Edward Gnehm has 
told the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee that the “longstand- 
ing policy” of Ac United States in the 
Gulf region has been 1 defending 
foe freedom of navigation in in- 
ternational waters and ensuring 
the free flow of oil through the 
Strait of Hormuz.” And Kuwait, 
he said, has provided “significant 
support” for that policy. 

In response to foe committee’s 
questions during a confirmation 
hearing on his nomination 
Wednesday, Gnehm gave his 
assessment of Iraq’s recent words 
and actions in the region. The 
United States, he said, was 
“deeply concerned” about Iraq's 
intentions in the Gulf. 

(The following day, deputy 
State Department spokesman 
Richard Boucher said that there 
appeared to be some movement 
toward a “diplomatic dialogue 
which would defuse foe tensions 
in the Gulf.”) 

“There is no question about 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein’s 
intentions as he stated them him- 
self and his foreign minister put in 
writing," Gnehm said, in refer- 


ence to a letter from Iraqi Fore- 
ign Minister Tareq Aziz to foe 
Arab League on the conflict be- 
tween the two neighbouring 
states and in foe wake of press 
reports about Iraqi troop concen- 
trations on foe Kuwaiti border. 

Gnehm, who was deputy assis- 
tant secretary of state for Near 
Eastern affairs when the White 
House announced Ins nomina- 
tion, appeared before tbe Foreign 
Relations Committee two days 
after news reports appeared ab- 
out the military buildup on. the 
Iraqi Kuwaiti border. 

Asked by acting Chairman 
Daniel Patrick Moyniban (Demo- 
crat of New York) about the 
reports of Iraqi troop move- 
ments, Gnehm confirmed that 
there have been movements of 
Iraqi forces in the south near the 
'Kuwaiti border. 

Gnehm added: “This is a realty 
incredible government position to 
say that it will use force if it has to 
accomplish its ends, when, in 
fact, it is a member of the U.N.... 
when, in fact, it is a member of 
the Arab League... Where it is 
committed as a member of those 
organisations to a peaceful re- 
solution of this-issue... they are 


merely trying to intimidate a 
small country.” 

Recent developments in foe 
region have not changed the long- 
standing U.S. policy of maintain- 
ing open waterways and the 
steady flow of oil from the Gulf 
region, Gnehm said, emphasising 
that a steady flow of oil at moder- 
ate prices is essential not only to 
tbe United States and to Kuwait 
but to oil dependent world econo- 
mies. 

Asked if die United States has 
given any thought to taking foe 
matter up with the United Na- 
tions Security Counci], Gnehm 
said “a very likely scenario... 
what we are looking toward right 
at the present — is that the Arab 
League itself is most concerned 
with the issue and (is) involved in 
a very significant and active 
mediation effort to try and re- 
solve it peacefully." 

Asked how American forces 
are now deployed in tbe Gulf, 
Gnehm, who was deputy assistant 
secretary of defence for Near 
Eastern and southeast Asian 
affairs during the Iran-Iraq war, 
said the United States now has, as 
it did in tbe late 1940’s, one Navy 
flagship and five other ships 


monitoring the situation there. 

Questioned on the reasons for 
the reflagging of Kuwaiti oil tank- 
ers in tbe Gulf during foe fran- 
Iraq war, Gnehm said that the 
reflagging of Kuwaiti oil tankers 
was done “out of a mutuality of 
interests ... not necessarily as a 
favour by one country to the 
other.” 

Asserting that only the United 
States has been willing and able 
to see that Kuwait’s borders are 
respected, Moynihan asked for 
an explanation of why Kuwait has 
sided with tbe United States in 
only two of foe 16 principal votes 
taken in foe last United Nations 
session. 

“Of course we do have differ- 
ences with the Kuwaiti’s,” 
Gnehm responded. But be de- 
clined to characterise the Kuwaiti - 
voting pattern as hostile. Gnehm 
said foe voting patterns of many 
countries in foe United Nations 
were also “not with us" out of a. 
difference in views. 

Gnehm pointed oat that foe 
outcome of issues in foe United 
Nations is also often determined 
by tbe wording of issues, by the 
procedural votes on how to hand- 
le an issue, by whether a country 


abstains from voting. “It is the 
support you get from a country 
that is often more important than 
tbe vote on an issue,” he said. 

Asked what progress toward 
multi-party democracy Kuwait 
was making, Gnehm said Kuwait 
“probably has the best par- 
liamentary experience of all the 
countries in the region.” He said 
elections were held in June for a 
national council, whose purpose 
is to advise how to reconstitute 
the National Assembly. “There 
really is a movement within the 
country to re-establish a demo- 
cratic institution,” Gnehm said. 

Asked to assess the political 
situation in Iran in light of his 
extensive experience in the re- 
gion, Gnehm said that “leaders in 
Iran continue to struggle internal- 
ly to try to find a way to tbe 
future. There are a lot of tensions 
between them," be said. “The 
spectre of Khomeini still exists; 
it’s still there.” But, he noted, 
“we have seen some changes.” 

“We have always said that we 
are ready and able to talk with a 
designated, proper representative 
of foe Iranian government, and 
we hoped foe rdatkmship would 
improve over time," Gnehm said. 



Edward Gnehm served as charge 
d’riWres at the American embas- 
sy in Amman hi the mid-1980s. 

But he stressed: 

*We have always also under- 
scored that they have to improve 
their performance and policies in 
certain areas, tike terrorism and 


" Gnehm appeared before the 
Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee to gain their consent to his 
nomination, as must every 
ambassadorial nominee. The 
U.S. Constitution requires that 
high presidential appointments 
be made with the “advice and' 
consent” of the U.S. Senate. The 
Foreign Relations Committee, af- 
ter examining the nominee, 
makes its recommendations to 
tbe frill Senate. 


DAMASCUS (R) — Lebanese 
President '-Efim Hrawi made a 
surprise vait to Damascus Thurs- 
day and had talks with President 
Hafez Al Assad on' the latest 
developments in Lebanon, offi- 
cials sod Friday/ ' ' ' 

They -said the talks dealt with 
foe Lebanese g ov ernm ent’s plan 
to mptement the Taif agreement 
and extend its authority over all 
Lebanon.-Tbe sources said Assad 
confirmed his. .support for foe 
plan. . 

Tbe Taif pact grants Lebanon’s 
Muslim majority ah eqtial ptflkt- 
al voice to that of the Christians 
and envisages' foe redeployment 
of Syria’s <^,000 troops in Leba- 
non. 

The previously unannounced 
visit came after Arab. League 
envoy; Lakh tar Ibrahimi 
announced in Beirut that rebel 
General Michel Aotm bad re- 
jected a new Arab-sponsored 
peace initiative to mid Lebanon’s-. 


cml war. ' n • ■ 

Under foe proppsodTiutiative, 
Aoun’s 15,000 troops ;and their 
rival Lebanese Force* (LF) 
Christian mfljtjamea would with- 
draw from areas. t^hoatroTui 
east Beirut and: hand over fo 
soldiers of Hrswi’s 
internationally-recognised gov- 
ernment. . 


statement said Syrians Vk* Ptefr ' 
dent Abdul Halnn Khdddam and 
Foreign Minister Farouq Al Sfaar- 
aa 

talks. ’ ' - ~ ■ 

The statement saidtljey discus- 
sed battles in South. Lebanon 
between fighters of the -piiK 7 
I ranian Hizboflah {Party of God) 
and the Syrian-backed Arnal. 

They confirmed^ Assad’s full 
support for any actibn taken by : 
Hrawi “to, extend the Lebanese 
adminis tration's authority, con- 
solidate security: and achieve sta- 
bility” across Lebanon/ - 



Yemenis to vote on new constitution 

ABU DHABI (R) — Yemen has set Nov; 30 as the date for a 
referendum on its new unity c ora t i t nti on, foe speaker of foe 
parliament was quoted Friday as saying. "The. .parliament is 
currently studying the constitution, which wfll be put to a 
referendum oh November 30," Yassin Said Nomnantolti foe Abu 
Dhabi-based’ Al Ittfoad newspaper. He said parliament, which 
groups deputies from the North and South, would continue 
meeting till mid-August to draft new laws: North and South 
Yemen merged on May 22, ending 300years of separalion. 

Turkey cancels NATO: exercises . . 

ANKARA, (R) — NATO-meniber Turkey has cancelled the 
Western affiance’s military exercises planned for September in its 
rebel-hit southeast, a . military spokesman mid Friday. “An 
exercise in that region could be nria nte i pre ted,” the- raass- 
rircnlatkm dafly Hurriyet quoted Defence Minister Safe Giray as 
saying. A Foreign Ministry statement said NATO's rcquestthat 
foe Ardour Exchange-90 exercises either be cancelled or moved ■ 
to a location outside Turkey had been a c cepted; It said they had 
been doe to take place east of the- Euphrates River where rebels 
of foe Marxist Kurdish Workers Party' (PKK) have been fighting 
for independence smoc l984. Nearly 2,500 people have been 
killed in the region where Turkey deploys some 60,000 army 
troops and elite para-military gend arm erie commandos.' The 
exercises would have involved some 2,000 NATO troops of Allied 
Mobile Force (AMF), nrififazy. sources said: 

Gunmen wound 2 policemen in Cairo 

• , -V ■■ . . -7 . - ■ • - - 

CAIRO-(R) — : Unidentified gunmen foot and /wounded two 
policemen m- foe/ occlusive sooth Cairo, suburb of-Maadi early 
Friday, a security source said. He fold Rentes police have . 
launched a hunt for the assailants, who fired ona checkpoint from 
a speeding car. Attacks ou^ppfic^oifoe Egyptian capital are-rare, 
particularly in the Maadt area where . large villas and luxury flats 
are occupied mainly by foreign residents, many of them from the 
United States. The security source said three OT four men took 
part in foe attack. Roadblocks had been set up on magor highways 
in an effort to prevent them fleeing foe capitaL-The residence of 
the Israeli ambassador to Egypt is located in Maadi and there is a 
synagogue in tiie area. The trec^tined avenues tat regularly 
patrolled by armed police white . machinegun-toting central 
security force troops guard 'foreign embassfei and. diplomats’ 
homes. There have been sporadic outbursts of street violence, 
mainly involving Muslim fundamentalist demonstrators, in Cairo 
but use of firearms against police is uncommon. 

Skipper in ‘Libyan guns for IRA’ case held 

DUBLIN (R) — Info police Friday arrested a ship’s captain who 
jumped bail in France after being charged with carrying 150 
tonnes of arms and explosives from Libya for the guqnfflla Irish 
Republican Army (IRA). Adrian Hopkins, Irish master of the 
Panama-registered Eksund H, vanished after being conditionally 
freed from a French jail on July 20. He has been awaiting trial 
since his anns-ladcn ship was stopped in French waters in October 
1987. Police said Hopkins, 51, was arrested in a house in 
limerick, 190 kilometres from Dublin. French prosecutors had 
appealed against a magistrate’s decision to release him. 

DeMichelis visits Turkey 

ANKARA (R) — Italy’s Foreign Munster Giaimi de Mkhelis, 
presidem of the European Community (EC) Council ofMmisteis, 
arrived in Ankara Fnday for a three-day visit. His talks with his 
Turkish counterpart Afi Bozer were esqpected to focus on the 
Turkish and Cypriot applications for frdl EC membership, 
Foreign Ministry officials said. Turkey says tbe Cypriot applica- 
tion made without the consent of the island’s Turkish Cypriot 
community living in tbe self-declared Turkish republic of north 
Cyprus recognised only by Turkey, is invalid. De Micbefiswas to 
meet Turkish President Turgut Ozai and Prime Munster Yikfirim 
Akbulut later Friday and spend Saturday in Istanbul- before 
leaving Sunday. 
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HOME NEWS IN BR1E)F 


Jammo to visit USSR 

TT, 1 *^ ■ of Statt f0f P"****"®* Affita 
aBeuchAbdul Btup Jammo ml) start a visit to the Soviet Chedten 

Aatoimnons RepubGc on Angust 16 upon on official invitation 

r 2*5- ? S ; l ®^ CI ®° ,C0t - Janano said Jie would hold talks with 

*“* ert***^ cooperation 
nejwwti. Jordan and the Chechen Republic, particularly in 

'tire?* 1 a “ LsaCntlfic 8X1(1 m CT <*anging scientific deiega- 


Jordan to attend Arab education talks 

AMVlAN^ctra) — Jordan will take part in the fifth meeting of 
A rab mi nisters of education due to be held in Cairo on Aug. 24. 
M^w^aiacatidn Mohammad Haxndan will represent Jbidan 
“ the four-day meeting at die head of an official delegation. 

Jordan, Iraq discuss cooperation 

• (FeU a) — A joint Jordaman-Iraqi follow-up committee 

nas form ed three specialised sab-committees to discuss prospects 
oi setting up a railroad between Jordan and Iraq, unification of 
metrology and specifications and setting up joint ventures. The 
committees will review the achievements mad? by both Jordan 
an< *T ra ? the framework of the joint cooperation agreement 

concluded during the joint ministerial Iraqi - J ordaman commit- 
tee s meetings. 

Ministry, JUST sign agreement 

AMMAN (Petra) — A joint cooperation agreement between die 
Ministry of Health and the Ionian University of Science and 
Technology (JUST) was signed Wednesday at the ministry. The 
agreement, which was signed by Minister of Health Mohammad 
Adoub A1 Zaben and JUST President Kamel A1 Ajlouni. 
provides for the management of the comprehensive health cen t re 
in Sarih, Irbid, jointly by die ministry and JUST. According to 
Zaben, the oentre, winch provides health services to citizens, is 
considered a training centre for students of medicine and mediod 
specialisations from both the ministry and JUST and wOl serve for 
conducting health researches. He said die ministry is planning to 
establish^ other similar centres all over the Kingdom if the other 
universities agree with die ministry. 

Arab youth ministers to meet 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Youth Ibr ahim A1 Ghababsheb 
left Amman for Tunis Wednesday to take part in the meetings of 
the 13th session of the Arab Youth and Sports Ministers’ Council. 
Ghababsheb said that the agenda of the session included 
discussing the resolutions of the council’s executive bureau and 
the resolutions of the fourth session of the Arab Youth Fund. The 
minister is accompanied in his five-day visit by the ministry’s 
Director of the Sports Department Fahd Ai AbbadL 

Libya honours commitment to CAEU 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Libyan government has honoured its 
c ommi t m ent to die Council of Arab Economic Unity (CAEU) 
general budget, according to an official source in CAEU general 
assembly. The source expressed fads appreciation for the Libyan 
contribution and said this comes within the framework of Libya’s 
moves to present every kind of support to CAEU activities and 
tot any joint Arab action programmes. 
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Delegation to Cairo meeting named 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet has formed Jordan’s delegation 
to the Islamic foreign mnristers’ meeting doe to be held in Cairo 
- towards the end of Inly. The delegation to the meeting, which will 
discuss a host of issues of o o nccrn to Arab and Islamic nations, 
wifi be led by Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister 
Marwan Al Qasem. 

Damascus meeting discusses refugees 

DAMASCUS (Petra) — Jordan vps among refugees hosting 
Arab countries that took part in a general meeting in Damascus. 
The participants, discussed Palestinian people’s conditions under 
Israeli rule, the Israeli threats to holy places in Palestine, Jewish 
immig ration and the deteriorating economic conditions of Palesti- 
nian people. A full report is to be submitted to the Arab League. 

Journalists visit QAI A 

AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation Of Jordanian journalists and 
the Jordan Press Association (JPA) Thursday made a tour of 
facilities and services at the Queen Alia Interna t io n al Airport 
(QAIA). The team, led by JPA President Hasbem Khreisat, 
turned various sections and facilities run by the Royal Jordanian 
(RJ), and were briefed on each section. Later they met with RTs 
Chief Executive Officer and President Husain Abu Ghazaleh for 
an . open dialogue. 

University gets JD 5m loan 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Social Security Corporation (SSQ and 
Muta University Wednesday signed an agreement by which the 
SSC will provide JD 5 mfition as a loan to foe university to assist 
budding the university’s infrastructure project arid foe first stage 
of its buddings. The loan comes in accordance with SSCs policy 
which aims at contributing to the economic and social develop- 
ment in Jordan. The agreement was signed by SSC Director- 
General Mohammad Al Saqqaf and the university's Deputy 
president for A dminist rative Affairs Majed Qutmsbai. 

Transport facilities discussed 

DAMASCUS (Petra) — Companies from Jordan, Syria, Sancfi 
Arabia and Egypt have concluded a deal here to operate regular 
transportation facilities for tourists among the four Arab states. 
There companies, which deal with land transport, aim at ensuring 
better facilities for transport and s tim ula ting tourism. 

Needy families helped by NAF 

AMMAN (Petra) — The National Aid Fund (NAF) said in a 
statement that it dkmbotedJD 107.184 to^y to^mtbe 
Taffleh area, in southern Jordan, in the first half or iwo. ine 
statement said that each needy family is receiving JD 45 m 
monthly financial assistance and its members get free medical 
services at government hospitals. 

Jordan io lake part in Cairo fair 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan wifi participate in the Cairo 
international fair which will open in the Egyptian capital on 
Aiumst 23. An announcement here said that a Jordanian pavilion 
tfispteyng national industrial products will be set up at the fair. 
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Ruseif a dumping site issue 
to be considered by ministries 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A ministerial 
committee set up to deal with the 
garbage dumping site within the 
Ruseifa district is sending 
memoranda in the coming week 
to the ministers of health and 
water and irrigation, explaining 
the dangers of the present dump- 
*ing ate on public health and the 
underground water resources in 
Jordan. 

The decision was made at a 
committee meeting held at the 
Prime Ministry under the chair- 
manship of Sheikh Abdul Baqi 


Jammo, the committee’s chair- 
man. 

Concerned officials as well as 
die mayors of Zarqa and Ruseifa 
were present at the meeting 
which reviewed a technical com- 
mittee’s report on the situation. 

Garbage collected from Am- 
man, Zarqa and Ruseifa is 
dumped in an area close to 
Ruseifa, polluting the atmos- 
phere and prompting a popular 
protest in the area last April. 

Local press reports said that up 
to the 7,000 reported medical 


cases resulting from pollution 
were dealt with by the health 
authorities. 

The 250,000 inhabitants of 
Ruseifa have repeatedly pro- 
tested to the government over die 
dumping ground in their vicinity 
because of the bad smell and 
diseases resulting from pollution. 

Jammo said last week that 
geologists would help the mimstcr 
rial committee decide on a new 
damping ground where the gar- 
bage would not pose a threat to 
underground water resources. 



Participants to the fourth Jordanian Youth Congress Thursday visit Armed Forces units (Petra photo) 

Youth congress debates 
economy, unemployment 


AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker of 
the Lower House of Parliament 
Suleiman Arar met Thursday 
with participants to the fourth 
Jordanian Youth Congress and 
discussed with them the economic 
situation in Jordan and current 
plans to deal with the problem of 
unemployment. 

Arar said that Jordan was new 
following the course of democra- 


cy in which the media can play a 
leading role and the intellectuals 
shoulder a main responsibility. 

The absence of the intellec- 
tuals’ role in the past, he said, 
created a dangerous situation for 
the Arab World in general and 
Jordan in particular. 

Arar said that the Jordanian 
constitution provides the basic 
elements for the democratisation 


process in the country. 

The participants, including ex- 
patriates who ended a week-long 
activity in the country, visited 
Armed Forces units and watched 
troops performing routine exer- 
cises. 

They also visited Yarmouk 
University where they met with 
officials and were briefed on the 
university’s prog rammes and acti- 
vities. 


Life-term convict 
gets 3-day parole 


By Sahar Qara’een 

Special to the. Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A Jordanian serv- 
ing a life sentence for a plot 
against the life of His Majesty 
King Hussein was given a 
three-day parole to attend a 
family funeral this week, fami- 
ly sources said Friday. 

Breik Al Hadid, who was a 
prominent member of the ban- 
ned “Jordanian Revolutionary 
People Party,” was released 
Wednesday midnight and 
should report back to the Swa- 
qa Prison today, Saturday, 
officials said. 

Hadid was sentenced to 
death in 1977 after he was 
found guilty of plotting to fire a 
missil e agains t an aircraft car- 
rying the King, but the penalty 
was commuted to Ufa sentence 
with hard labour under a Royal 
amnesty. 

The parole came in response 
to a plea made by the family to 
the King to give permission to 
Hadid to attend the burial of 
Ins nephew who was killed in 
an accident in the United 
States. The convict was re- 
leased after a JD 10,000 bond 
was furnished, sources said. 

Hadid, in his testimony dur- 


ing his trial by martial 
court in 1977, said he was 
instigated by Libya to try the 
assassination bid. He was 
arrested along with the 
Lebanese driver of a Kuwaiti- 
licensed refrigerated truck 
which smuggled the rockets 
from Lebanon into Jordan. 
The driver, Hussein Ra’ed, 
was released two months ago 
after spending 15 years in pris- 
on. 

Hadid belongs to the Hadid 
tribe, one of the largest and 
most prominent Jordanian 
tribes with an impressive re- 
cord of allegiance to the 
Hashemite throne. The Hadid 
family Thursday published in 
the daily newspapers a thank 
you and appreciation letter to 
the King and implicitly 
appealed for a permanent 
amnesty for Hadid. 

The Jordanian Revolution- 
ary People Party, which was 
founded in the mid-70s by 
Wadi* Haddad (who died in 
Baghdad in 1981) and 
Mohamed Abu Issa (who is 
serving a prison sentence in 
Syria), is an offspring of the 
Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine and is consi- 
dered one of the most extreme 
Palestinian groups. 


U.S. Senate 

(Comfooed from page 1) 

In the House of Representa- 
tives, which was considering its 
own .version of the farm bill, 
action was expected Friday on a 
similar amendment to eliminate 
U.S. agricultural credit guaran- 
tees to Iraq. 

At the same time, government 
sources said the administration of 
President George was seriously 
considering a range of options for 
action against Iraq 

Options included putting Iraq 
back on the U.S. list of “terror- 
ist" nations, which would end 
commodity loan guarantees and 
Export-Import Bank credits for 
purchase of American industrial 
goods, and more tighter restric- 
tions on U.S. exports. 

The bouse Foreign Affairs 
Committee scheduled action for 
next week on a bill drafted by 
Democratic Congressman Ho- 
ward Berman that would impose 
a similar list of sanctions on Iraq. 
Stfi] other sanctions were con- 
tained in an export administra- 
tion act pending on the Senate 
calendar. 

D’Amato had offered his sanc- 
tions legislation as an amendment 
to another bill in May, but with- 
drew it to hold hearings on die 
proposal. The administration tes- 
tified against the bill at hearings 
on June 15, but D’Amato (ticked 
up support from colleagues, in- 
cluding Kansas Republican Sen. 
Nancy Kassebanm. 


Symposium 
to review 
rights of 
Arab children 

AMMAN. (J.T.) — A one-day 
symposium on child protection 
trill be held Saturday at the Arab 
Thought Forum (ATF) premises 
in Shmeisani. 

Addressing the symposium, to 
be chaired by Laiia Shaiaf , wifi 
be Tnaam Al Mufti, director 
general of NoorAl Hussein 
Foundation (NHF), Sarojini 
Abraham, deput y regional direc- 
tor of UNICEF Regional Office 
for the Middle East and North 
Africa, Dr. Jawad Al Anani , and 
Andrea Cornea, from UNICEF 
New York head qu arters and au- 
thor of “Adjustment with Human 
Face.” 

Speakers will highlight the im- 
pact of economic adjustment 
pro gram mes on children, review 
Jordan’s economic adjustment 
plans and the rights of the Arab 
child. 

The symposium, organised by 
ATF in cooperation with UN- 
ICEF, is part of the national 
preparations for the World Sum- 
mit for Children, due to convene 
in New York from 29-30 Septem- 
ber. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 

the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 

time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Plastic art wtilMtlon by Bnriafna and Baba H a ddad at the 
Housing Bank Complex hall. 

• ErtlhMoa of paintings by tea Iraqi artists at the Jordan Plastic 
Art Association Gallery — tel. No. 499914. 

• Exhibition of pdntfug drplcthg Arabian and other faults by 
Henri Busy at the PUbMptia Hotel. 

* Open studio and workshop for ar tist Sarnia Zara displaying 
paintings, sculptures and hand-painted fa brics. Location: off 
2nd Circle, opposite Boseatiad (930-1:30 and 3:30-6:30). 


MEMORIAL SERVICE 

The third and die ninth memorial service for the late 

Arsen (Boulos) Boghos Kouyoumd|ian 

wffl be held at the Orthodox Armenian Church, Jabai Ai 
Aahrafieh on Smday Jnly 29, 1990 at 930 ajn. 
Tbcfamflyof the de c e ase d calls rebtfoes and friends to 
take part in the memorial service and to consider this as a 
personal invitation to each of them. 

May God save you from afi harm 



Prime Minister Mndar Badran Thursday chain a meeting of the higher steering committee of the 
Greater Amman Moniripafity (Petra photo) 

Development plan approved 
for Greater Amman area 


AMMAN (Petra) — A compre- 
hensive plan for the development 
of the Greater Amman area was 
approved Thursday by the muni- 
cipality’s higher steering commit- 
tee pretided over by Prime Minis- 
ter Mudar Badran. 

The plan, prepared by the 
municipality's technical commit- 
tee in conjunction with the Dar 
Al Handasa engineering consul- 


tancy firm in Amman, entails 
modernisation of Amman's pub- 
lic utilities and municipal ser- 
vices. 

Agreement came following a 
detailed discussion of the plan 
and various recommendations 
attached to it, according to an 
announcement. 

It said that the plan would 
serve as a standing government 


strategy for the Amman region, 
provided it is updated on annual 
basis and after being endorsed by 
the Cabinet. 

The announcement said that 
any administrative aspects related 
to the plan will be implemented 
through cooperation between the 
government and the Greater Am- 
man Municipality. 


Meeting 
to discuss 
Arab food, 
water 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Arab 
Organisation for Agricultural De- 
velopment (AOAD) opens a 
three -day meeting in Amman 
Saturday under Royal patronage. 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan is expected to de- 
liver a key-note speech outlining 
the Arab World’s water and food 
security situations. 

Minister of Agriculture Sulei- 
man Arabiyat said that the minis- 
ters would discuss matters related 
to agricultural development in 
general with special attention on 
ways to ensure food security for 
the Arab region. 

The ministers will review the 
organisation’s activities and plans 
for 1991 and 1992 and will discuss 
amendments' to a pan-Arab 
agreement on AOAD’s opera- 
tions. 

Arabiyat said that the meetings 
would focus attention on the pos- 
sibility of establishing a higher 
Arab council on cereals and 
another council on water. They 
will also look into the prospect of 
setting up a green belt around the 
Arab World to stem desertifica- 
tion. 


Ministry of water 
set to help Karak 


KARAK (J.T.) — Minister of 
Water and Irrigation Daond Kha- 
laf has affirmed the need to ex- 
ploit more water resources in 
Karak Govemorate to be able to 
meet the needs of the increasing 
population, partly due to the 
reverse migration of citizens from 
the city to the country. 

Khalaf visited Karak Govemo- 
rate Thursday and held a meeting 
with Karak Governor Ismail 
Duheiman Al Zaben. At the 
meeting Khalaf affirmed the ne- 
cessity of building tfanre to col- 
lect rain waters, wmmtaming wa- 
ter ponds and digging artesian 
wells, especially in die southern 
parts of the govemorate, to meet 
the people's needs of water in 
these areas and for irrigation 
purposes. 

Far this purpose, the minister 
said, the ministry is currently 
^working on dams in A) Waha, Al 
Tannour and Ai Mujflv areas. 

Khalaf said the mimsfry was 
trying to solve the problem of 
water distribution in the southern 
Jordan Valley and added that 
water was being distributed now 
to owners of land of an area 
exceeding 6 dunums. He affirmed 
the need to establish cooperative 
societies to serve fanners there. 

The ministry, he said, is dig- 
ging artesian wells in different 


areas, in accordance with plans 
and the available capabilities. 
The minister said the sewerage 
network in Dahiat Al Marj would 
be finished by the be ginning of 
1991.. 

Khalaf said the ministry was 
preparing a study on the prospect 
of building a water tank in Al 
Damikhi village, which faces wa- 
ter shortage, and allowed fanners 
to dig artesian wells to exploit the 
agricultural land there. 

Karak governor reviewed at 
the meeting the water situation in 
the govemorate and proposed 
some solutions to the water shor- 
tage problem. 

Zaben suggested digging arte- 
sian wells in the eastern parts of 
the govemorate to increase the 
area of land used for agriculture. 
He also reviewed the develop- 
ment of work in projects being 
carried out to- combat -drought 
effects such as maintenance of 
springs and water canals. 

The meeting was attended by 
Karak deputy governor, Karak 
Police Department deputy direc- 
tor and the Water Department 
director. 

Khalaf later visited the waste 
water treatment plant in Karak, 
and then Al Mujib and Al Waha 
areas to see the water situation 
there. 


Jordan, Libya to cooperate 
in medical, health affairs 


AMMAN (J.T.)— Health Minis- 
ter Mohammad Addoub Al 
Zaben leaves for Libya Saturday 
at the bead of an official delega- 
tion to discuss Libyan-Jordanian 
cooperation in medical and 
health fields. 

Zaben, who is malting the visit 
at the invitation of his Libyan 
counterpart Mustafa Al Za’icfi, is 
expected to discuss the employ- 
ment of Jordanian physicians and 
specialists in Libyan hospitals and 
the question of bilateral coopera- 
tion in the pharmaceutical indus- 
try. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said that the two tides were 
also expected to discuss coopera- 
tion . in scientific and medical 


areas and the training of medical 
staff and participation in medical 
conferences organised by either 
country. 

Exchange of laws and regula- 
tions concerning medical issues, 
expertise in medical education 
and health affairs will also be on 
the agenda, Petra said. 

Die minister is accompanied 
on the visit by a three-member 
delegation. 

• 

It was earlier announced that a 
team erf officials from the Libyan 
Health Ministry will come to Jor- 
dan this week to conclude con- 
tracts with Jordanian specialists 
to work in Libyan hospitals and 
health centres. 


In accordance with a 1988 
agreement Jordan has been sup- 
plying Libya with medical teams 
of doctors and specialists and the 
two countries have been cooper- 
ating in the field of pharmaceutic- 
als. 

According to the Health Minis- 
try here, a total of 70 Jordanian 
physicians are already employed 
in Libya. 

The health minister’s visit to 
Libya comes after restoration of 
Jordani an -Libyan diplomatic rela- 
tions. Ambassador Hisfaam Al 
Muheisen left for Tripoli earlier 
this week to assume his post 
following the restoration of full 
diplomatic ties after a break of six 
years. 


Jktos 


THEY’RE 
HERE 
AND THEY 
ARE 

COMFORTABLE 


NOEL FRANCE 
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Ideal time 
to start strong 


ALL IS well that ends wefl. And that is exactly how the 
short-lived tempest in the Arab Golf has axled. The happy 
outcome of Arab mediation between Iraq on one side and 
Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates on the other 
vindicates the long-held view that there is enough reservoir 
of goodwill among the three Arab countries and the rest of 
the Arab World to overcome any inter-Arab mfeamder- 
standtag. As was projected earlier on, the row that 
developed among the Arab Golf countries was nothing but a 
passing Mi m in g rhmd that dissipiated as fittt 88 ft had 
formed. 

To the outside powers which were wagerin g on escalating 
the problem about oQ production quotas into a more serious 
conflict, the ag r eem ent between the affected countries must 
have come as a disappointment. The enemies of the Arabs 
have thus been deprived of any opportunity to fish in murky 
waters of the Golf . Against tbs background, efforts most be 
immediately pursued to make sore that such intermittent 
Arab disagreements do not occur again. Mechanisms and 
inst itution s need to be established and activated to ensure 
that channels of communications between the Arab oO 
producing countries and others are kept open at aD time*. 
Even more important than agreement on oO prkfaig and 
production quotas is the adoption of a new perspective about 
Arab natural reso u rce s . It so happens that o3 is the Arabs’ 
most potent weapon, and therefore if needs to be held in 
bust in the service of the e n tire Arab World. Once this 
perspective is adopted, agreement between the Arab o3 
producing countries will be better secured and assured. 

The 1990s is the decade that wifi be marked by an 
increased dependence of the West and the industrialised 
world on Arab oQ. We have to be prepared for ft by both 
making ell available, at the right price, and i n vesting the 
wealth generated in strengthening pan-Arab security, in- 
terests and development. This is the time, then, not only to 
solve intra-Arab disputes, whether over quotas or borders 
or ideological questions, but also to base relations among 
brothers on firm and sofid foundations whch will serve the 
higher ideals of all Arabs for many generations to come. 



Sheer intrinsic Arab force has prompted Israel to declare its 
consent to an Egyptian proposal sent to the United Nations about 
keeping the Middle East a zone free of all mass destruction 
weapons, said A! Ral Arabic daily Friday. Israel has adamantly 
refused to sign an international agreement prohibiting the 
proliferation of nuclear and mass destruction weapons; and its 
acceptance of the Egyptian proposal now and its declaration of its 
readiness to open direct talks with its neighbours on this issue, 
could have been prompted by Iraq's disclosure that it possesses 
chemical weapons that can cause massive destruction, said the 
paper. Iraq has dearly showed that the Arabs possess weapons 
winch can deter any future Israeli aggression, thus achieving a 
strategic balance with the Jewish state, the paper noted. But, the 
paper warned, that Israel might have resorted to this announce- 
ment at present in order to brighten its image before the 
international community, showing the world that it is ready to 
enter into negotiations v.”*' f be Arabs »'ho refuse to create a safe 
zone in the region, said the pape... The paper believes that Israel 
must have resorted to this manoeuvre in order to embarrass Iraq, 
which of course would refuse to talk to Israel under die present 
. circumstances. It said that there is no room for blackmail here; 
and if Israel wants to have a peaceful zone, it should accept an 
international conference where all questions related to a compre- 
hensive peace can be discussed. 

A columnist in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily blames the Ministry of Social 
Development and its affiliated agencies for the increase in the 
number of handicapped youths and beggars on the streets of main 
cities specially Amman and Zarqa. Fakhri Kawar says that *hk 
summer has witnessed crowds of the handicapped and homeless 
children going about the streets, crowding around cars at traffic 
fights and even attacking cars trying to draw attention to their 
plight or hoping to get any assistance from car occupants and 
' pedestrians alike. The ministry ought to shoulder its responsibility 
'and provide protection and care for these unfortunate children 
and beggars who live under hard conditions, said Kawar. A 
careful study of each of these cases is requ ir e d , said the writer, 
because amongst them are some of those who we call swindlers or 
vandals or common thieves, because the ministry can only help 
tixjse who are really in need of help and can find places for those 
, who need rehabilitation so that they can become useful citizens 
serving their society. 

•A1 Dortour Friday heaped praise on Arab diplomacy which, it 
.said, has now succeeded in defusing the tension in toe Gulf by 
paving the way for-solving the Iraqi-Kuwaiti dispute. The paper 
said that the Arab leadership seems to have passed a trying test, 
md won the approval of Baghdad and Kuwait to meet in Jeddah 
over the weekend and thrash out their problems in an amicable 
manner. Success in ending the row between Iraq and Kuwait 
means amply t hwar t in g aH enemy attempts to foci toe crisis, and 
ending all American attempts to cause differences among Arab 
’states, said the paper. This Arab diplomatic success, said the 
paper, has helped toe OPEC countries meeting in Geneva to bold 
a relaxed atmosphere, and it paved toe way for OPEC's success in 
arriving at an agreement ensuring continued stable oil prices and 
stable production quotas in the best interests of the oil producing 
countries. The success of Arab diplomatic efforts, added toe 
paper, should spur Arab leaders to strive for a greater measure of 
inter- Arab solidarity in the face of other common threats. 



IN last week’s article I stated 
that the fundamentalism that 
has become a major character- 
istic of the world of Islam is not 
tiie problem, but only a symp- 
tom. It is an indicator that we 
are a people who find toon- 
selves in trouble and that our 
response, or a large part of it, 
is to turn inwards upon 
ourselves looking for solace as 
well as drawing upon our own 
inner resources. Our troubles 
are not with our enemies 
alone, but within ourselves as 
weD. The world of Islam in 
general and toe Arab world in 
particular are coogfat in the 
tentacles of a crisis of civilisa- 
tion whose diincma nns are at 
once spiritual, socio-economic, 
intellectual and political: A cri- 
sis that impacts upon our ac- 
tions both internal and exter- 
nal at the same time. 

In this article, I shall focus 
on the motives and the reasons 
behind Western enmity to- 
wards us, not to increase the 
level of xenophobia among us, 
but in an a t temp t to better, 
understand ourselves, and in 
'turn understand the West. 


Surely a better understanding 
will enable us to impro ve the 
quality of dealing with this 
segment of mankind that, 
whether we like it or not, has 
been the most effective and the 
most influential segment over 
the past five centuries. The 
Laris Americans, Africans, 
Asiatics and others are impor- 
tant and we should befriend 
them, if, and when we can. Bat 
we must also realise that it is 
the west, Europe; all of 
Europe and the Americas and 
perhaps also Australia that set 
the standards and call the 
shots. Not only the weapons, 
the technology, modern adv- 
ances iu the sciences and 
knowledge in general, but also 
in political presence and influ- 
ence, it is toe West that ulti- 
mately affects our lives, though 
mostly adversely. Witness the 
record of our problems in the 
United Nations where time af- 
ter time all the votes of human- 
ity are rendered powerless by 
the veto of the United States 
and some of its allies. 

And because our problem is 
with the West, it is the one that 


we should attempt to study and 
understand. Several reasons 
account for the Western enmi- 
ty to war ds ns; some axe histor- 
ic while others are contempor- 
ary and perhaps caused by our 
own ineptness in haodKng our 
affairs. Islam was faced with 
hostSity from the moment of 
its birth; an hostility that, over 
the centuries took several 
forms and shapes. Jerusalem, 
the spiritual birth place of 
Christianity, toe land and peo- 
ple were converted, along with 
neighbouring lands and re- 
gions, and. forever, to Islam. 
To Islam and its dynamic cul- 
ture and language not only 
lands but also souls were fore- 
ver lost That is how the West 
looks at it, and that explains 
the repeated attempts over toe 
centuries to reconquer, one 
way or another what was once 
loft. It explains the Crusades, 
Napoleon, Western colonial- 
ism in the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries, the mis- 
sionary activities as well as the 
espousal of the cause of Zion- 
ism. It also explains General 
Allenby’s remark upon visiting 


toe tomb of Salah-Al-Din AK 
Ayodri, SaUacKft to toe West, 
in Damascus in 1918, “we have 
returned Safladin...” 

Islam is perhaps the only 
riviUsation that not only stood 
on equal footing with the Wert 
over toe centuries,' but often 
with a superior attitude too. 
The Mediterranean became a 
great divide rather than a 
meeting place and eyeing each 
other from its opposite shores 
neither Islam, nor the Weft 
ever slackened in their hostile 
vigilance. 

The historic enmity also ex- 
plains toe Zionist success in 
c ap t uri ng the heart and the 
mind of Western culture turn- 
ing ft from a Christian to a 
Judeo-Christian one, and in 
spite of the deep hostility and 
hatred the nwieiant erf 
tiie Weft harboured, and some 
still do, towards the Jews. Hit- 
ler was the ugliest manifesta- 
tion of that hatred; a hatred 
that runs deep within, even the 
British and Americans waiting 
to burst toward at the least 
provocation. There are other 
reasons for Western hostility: 


Strategic economic and caftn- 
raL We happen to inhabit the 
most import ant piece of real 
estate on the face of ths Earth: 
The cross roads of continents 
and dvflisatkHts. In our Arab 
World lies Gibralter, the East- 
ern Mediterranean, the Suez 
Canal, Bab el Mandeb, the 
Arabian Sea, the Arabian Gulf 
and toe Strait of Hormuz. 
These - strategic assets were 
only enhanced with die discov- 
ery of ml in our lands in this 
century. An oil that too, some- 
how turned out to the benefit 
of tire West more than it is of 
benefit to os; except of course 
the fe w w h o do not know what 
to do with the riches. It is our 
weakness that turned these 
blessings into liabilities so that 
when tiie need arises, others 
are called to protect them, and 
sometimes even from us. 

What should we do with our 
fimd^ine n taljtm 7- We cannot, .. 
nor should we throw it into the 
sea; for. the fundamentalists 
too, want to progress and mod- 
enrise. They want the modem 
advances, toe technology, the 
human dignity that modernity 


brings,' though they do hot 
. understand Western hostility. 
They too, want to Westernise 
or maybe we should caD it 
modernise without becoming 
Weston, and in their frustra- 
tion, they often make mis-': 
takes. Not only noone is help- 
ing or wilting 4x> attempt to 
understand, everyone is 
boundhig and harasring. At 
the World Business • Forum, 
held m . Edinburgh in the first 
week of tins mouth of July 
.1990 AJD., the part .and. pro-: 
sent government leaders, 
senior corporate .executives 
and intdlectuab from the in- 
dustrialised world, over the 
period of four days, celebrated 
the 200th a nn iv e r sar y of the 
death of toe economic, philo- 
sopher Adam Smith-Tbey also - 
identified what they consi- 
dered the major problems ami 
“challenges” facing, humanity, 
m eaning realty tiie West, in toe 
. future and among these they 
identified Islamic fun- 
damentalism! No a t tem pt at - 
understanding... simply that. 
Why? (See the Herald Tri- 
bune, July 2, 1990, p. 7). 


Democracy eludes Kuwait's 
people and government 


By Aly Mahmoud 
The Associated Press 


KUWAIT — Kuwaitis are de- 
bating how to pursue democra- 
cy four years after toe ruling 
family closed the Western-style 
parliament and press. 

Some feel the choice for the 
Emirate, where oil provides 
one of the world’s highest per 
capita] incomes, is between re- 
viving the rid system and de- 
veloping an Islamic brand of 
democracy. 

The government and dissi- 
dents have traded accusations 
of blame for setbacks to the 
democratic institutions, but 
dissident leader Ahmed Al- 
Saadoun said: “our loyalty to 
our leader, the emir, is unttimi- 
nished by our unrelenting 
struggle for democracy.” 

“Security authorities have 
tried to cast an undue tin y of 
rebellion on our movement,” 
Saadoun, speaker of the dis- 
solved parliament, said in an 
interview. “Riot police ruth- 
lessly dispersed peaceful ral- 
lies, dosed our diwaniyas and 
arrested parliament deputies.” 

Diwaniyas are informal 
gatherings at the homes of 
prominent citizens to discuss 
current issues. Tim govern- 
ment declared tiie diwaniyas of 
former deputies illegal at one 
point and ordered them dosed. 

Dissidents and witnesses 
said police nsed dubs and tear 
gas to disperse pro-democracy 
demonstrators. They said some 
members of toe former parlia- 
ment were beaten up and 15 
were arrested. 

‘The respected institution of 
diwaniya has been badly 
abused,” Sheikh Salem A1 
Sabah, the interior minister, 
told reporters. “Tbe diwaniya 
became a platform of diatribe 
and anti-government agitation. 
We had to put an end to that.” 

About 30 of the 50 former 
deputies, under Saadoun, lead 
a pro-democracy movement 
that has broad support among 
wealthy merchants in tbe Gulf 
Emirate. 

Native Kuwaitis “are the 
largest minority in our own 
country and, with the popula- 
tion structure being infested 
with all kinds of hostile and 
begrudging elements, we de- 
sperately need national unity 
today more than ever before,” 
said Mohammed Al-Gadiri, a 
dose aide of Saadoun. 

Fewer than 40 per cent of 
die Emirate’s 1.8 million peo- 
ple are Kuwaitis. About 30 per 
cent of the residents are Shf he 
Muslims, some of whom sym- 
pathise with the Islamic revolu- 
tion in nearby Iran. 

Kuwait once bad the Arab 
world's only free press and 
freely elected parliament, both 
of which were eyed with suspi- 
cion by neighbouring Saudi 
Arabia and other conservative 
governments in the Gulf re- 
gion. 

When the Iran- Iraq war be- 


gan in 1980, tbe government 
decided democracy was a lux- 
ury no Gulf nation could 
afford. Pro-Iranian Shi’ites 
spread tenor in Kuwait with 
bombings and made a daring 
attempt to kill tbe emir. 

Relations between Kuwait 
and Iran have unproved since a 
cease-fire halted the war in 
1988, and Foreign Minister Ah 
Akbar Velayati of Iran visited 
recentty. 

Several times during toe 
war, the press and parliament 
embarrassed the government 
with accusations of corsuption 
and open debates of subver- 
sion and foreign policy. 

Criticism of tiie government 
became increasingly harsh at- 
ter the unofficial Soak Al- 
Manakh stock market col- 
lapsed in 1982. The press also 
blamed the government for tbe 
crash, winch was sparked by 
worthless, post-dated checks 
totalling $97 billion. 

Deputies daimed the gov- 
ernment had allowed influen- 
tial people dose to the ruling 
Sabah family to borrow spe- 
culation money from banks 
without collateral. 

That prompted the Emir, 
Sheikh Jaber AJ- Ahmed Al- 
Sabah, to suspend the National 
Assembly in 1986 and censor 
the press. 

“The emir acted on his con- 
stitutional authority when he 
dissolved parliament, but the 
constitutional stipulation that 
elections for a new parliament 
be held within 60 days was 
ignored,” Saadoun said. 

Only July 9, Sefldb Jaber 
ordered the detainees freed 
and introduced a “transition- 
al” legislature dissidents re- 
jected as unconstitutional. Ja- 
ber said the 75-member 
National Council would pave 
the way for a parliament within 
four years. 

He ordered tfie council of 50 
elected and 25 appointed mem- 
bers to create “controls” to 
avert the acrimony that pre- 
cipitated two suspensions of 
parliament in a decade. 

Saadoun and other activists 
expressed fear the government 
would amend the constitution 
to curtail tbe powers of parlia- 
ment. 

“This rape of democracy 
cannot be tolerated,” he said. 
“AD non-constitutional action, 
including tbe current national 
council, must be abolished 
without delay.” 

The emir has spoken of 
eventual return to a “desired 
parliament,” which was widely 
interpreted as return to a 
Western-style body. 

Several activists believe, 
however, that Jaber might opt. 
for an Islanric-type Shura con- 
sultative council rather than a 
genuine legislature, which 
would please Saudi Arabia and 
other conservative Arab states. 
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East Europeans weary of ‘democracy’ 


By George Jahn 

The Associated Press 

VIENNA Austria — Millions of 
East Europeans expected the tide 
of democracy that swept the 
Communists from power last year 
to solve all their problems. It 
hasn't, and discontent is 
spreading. 

Janos Lam pert, a 32-year-old 
electrician in Budapest, Hungary, 
was an avid supporter of the 
democracy movement. 

Three months after democratic 
elections gave Hungary its first 
non-Communist government in 
four decades, he still moonlights 
to support his wife and two chil- 
dren. 

Of tbe televised parliament ses- 
sions, he said: “Disgusting... 
those guys yakking all day while 
the economy is in shambles.” 

Problems is Budapest may dif- - 
fer from those in Bucharest, East 
Berlin, Prague, Sofia or Warsaw, 
but disappointment is wide- 
spread. 

Some East Europeans question 
whether the battle for democracy 
has really been won. Others are 
depressed by toe long road to 
prosperity that lies ahead. 

Hungarians have been sub-, 
jected to price increases, new 
taxes and business bankruptcies 
that produced unemployment. 
TTie mood is sullen. Many believe 
the new government of political 
neophytes is unequal to tbe task 
of improving conditions with a 
minimnrn of pain. 

For Hungarians thinking of 
starting a business, government 
permission takes up to three 


MutPn’Jeff 


months. 

Inflation exceeded 30 per cent 
in the first quarter of this year, 
industrial production dropped 
more than 8 per cent and an 
estimated 50.0CN3 people were un- 
employed, compared to 3,200 a 
year ago. The foreign debt of 
$20.6 billion is toe highest per 
capita in Eastern Europe. 

Decades of Communist mis- 
management in Romania left 
many industries and services 
barely functioning, but there is 
enough to eat for the first time in 
a decade. 


very easy to bring people back 
onto the streets,” Adrian Severin, 
who is charged with introdocing a 
market econony, said afterward, 
“the hate in toe people’s soul was 
not at all consumed.” 

Political turmoil also contri- 
butes to a sense of insecurity in 
Bulgaria, tiie only East European 
country where the ruling Com- 
munists won democratic elec- 
tions. 

- Threats of escalating- strikes 
forced the resignation July 7 of 
President Petar Mladenov, a re- 
form Communist^ and protests 


‘Disgusting ... those guys 
yakking all day while the 
economy is in shambles’ 


In a country unused to even a 
trace of freedom, the meeting of 
basic needs appears to be reason 
for economic contentment. Tbe 
political situation is less prom- 
ising. 

Multiparty elections held May 
20 were generally fair, but were 
preceded by campaign violence 
unequalled in toe region. Many 
Romanians still fear and distrust 
the victorious National Salvation 
Front, whose leaders they consid- 
er Communist. 

The government's inauguration 
last month was preceded by vio- 
lent attacks on government in- 
stitutions and mob rule by miners 
answering a government appeal 
for help. 

“After such a bloody riot, it is 


continue by activists seeking a full 
reckoning with the past ^ 
Concern that a government 
hamstrung by protest would not 
be able .to deal with pressing 
economic problems, added to toe 
pessimism in Bulgaria. 

It has to sn^rend payments 
of all but interest on tiie $10- 
bfllkm debt. An estimated 60 per 
cent of industry is unprofitable 
and unemployment is growing. 

m 

Nowhere does tire connection 
between economic and political 
problems seem so dear as in 
Poland, where the Solidarity-led 
government of Prime Minister 
Tadeusz Mazowiedd won partial- 
ly free elections more than a year 
ago. 


Stores are relatively well stock- 
ed and people- appear to be man- 
aging, but workers have gone on 
strike over rising prices and wage 
controls. - - __ . 

Mazowiedri’s critics- want to 
replace President Wojciech 
JarnzcMa,; toe former Commun- 
ist leader, with Solidarity leader 
Lech Waiesa. They say the. peo- 
ple are less willing to make eco- 
nomic* sacrificeswteartbe presi- 
dent and many membersafpar- 
liameot are Gommunist. hoi-, 
dovers. ’ :i t - • 

ha speech to workers July 8, 
Walesa saidr “We were- not pre- 
pared for... the work that would 
come Mter the abolition of com- 

i mmism. **. ■■ •- 

. Even C«chosiovak8, l 0 ft with 
a relatively health economy, are 
having „ trouble with economic 
adjustments^ Food prices were 
incrfea&d -25 percentOnJuly 11. 

- . RiSfe and energy 1 boats are 
scheduled to rise in the fall, fol-_ 
lowed by total price decontrol 
and accelerated oanvetskm to pri- 
vate enterprise early next year. 

East Gomans are assured of 
relatively quick prosperity 
through union -with West Ger- 
many, but are tearing for short- 
term turmoiL ... 

One-third to more than one- 
half tbe country’s 8,000 major 
enterprises are expected to go 
broke in a few months. Millions 
of people could lose their jobs 
and many people have prediried 
a “hot autumn” of strikes. 

With Weft Germany financing 
economic reform, officials say the 
situation will begin to improve 
next year. 
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gflhon to ID mmaEdn in the 
first sapjonthsof-l^ Jardaneh 
reported. : 

a 7 J^Pbynwat Statistic* fodkare 

that the demand for skilled sod aa- 
akiBed labour h fnenening, and dtis h 
very modi vmbte m tto construction 
“gricataind sectors where The 
vragc» arc going pp. the minm^r nrw ff 
^wwar, be observed that the 
o f tmanptoynteait remains 
aaat h « ie ye d among, uramrity. and 
co * nnHm *ty college graduates, parti- 
culady females. s Uirfortiraately7the 
praljfeaa of structural un em ploy men t 
jf stffl feeing the coomiy,” he said. 
“Not much progress has been made in 
nns respect, ” 

— Prices: dost of living in di c es 
indicate an actual rise of eight per 
cat during the first ax months of 
1990 compared with 25 per cent of the 
T*hote of 1589. «w e expect a further 
“docnoa by the end of the year to 
. ught of the rfabiliration of thu dollar , 
and the annual rise AmM at 
t he^sa me levd," as against an' ex- 
pected 12 per cent in die restructuring 
programme agreed with the IMF. 
Jaidanefa said. - 
T* Exports and imports: According 
to fig ures available from dm Depan- 
18631 of Customs, imports in dollar 
terms during the first sec months of 
this year declined by three per cent 
while exports in dollar tena reg- 
istered a growth of four per cent. 
Jardaneh mid imports 'might register 
an increase by the end erf the year. 

The Kingdom imported goods 
worth $1,318 trillion during the first 
six months of 1990 while the figure 
was $1,150 trim on for the same period 
of 1989. Including the amount of 
reexports, the deficit in the balance of 
trade was 1600 miffion, “almost equal 
to that of the same period in 1989," 
according to Jardaneh. 

The minister explained that the 
total amount of Jordan’s national 
exports during die first six months of 
this year was $450 nriffioo while it was 
$430 mfilion for the same period in 
1989. However, be said, “because of 
the confosioa in Eastern Europe (£ 61 - 
krwing the political upheavals there) 
Jordan’s exports of phosphate rocks 
there declined by $25 million. Tins 
wifi have its effect on GDP and 
export perf o rmances." However. th» 
decline only affected rock phos- 
phates, he said. The Kingdom ex- 
ported phosphates and related pro- 
ducts worth $180 nriffion in the first 
six months of 1990 whfle the corres- 
ponding figure for 1969- was $205 
million. 

Under Jordan’s economic restruc- 
turing programme agreed with the 
International Monetary Fond (IMF) 
in April 1989, exports were projected 
to grow by six per cent in 1990 and 
imports to rise by five per cent 
The Chamber of Industry is pro- 
jecting total -national exports qf pip 
700 mfifion [ for the year 1990. Minis- 
ter of ImJostry of Trade Ziad^anz 
hat ssj tl expectation is “realistic^" 
Eastern Europe used to account for 
almost one third of Jordan’s phos- 
phate exports. The Kingdom earned a 
total of $434 nriffion in 1989 from 
phosphate exports totalling 6.4 mil- 
lion tonnes — the highest ever in the 
country’s history. 

(Economists and industry circles do 
not expect the decline in Jordanian 
phosphate rock exports to Eastern 
Europe to continue since the political 
situation in most countries there is 
slowly clearing op. “For this year 
perhaps, there could be a setback as 
far as Jordan's exports to these coun- 
tries are concerned," said an expert in 
Eastern European consumption of 
fertifisers. “TTiey have to finalise 
orders and defivmy schedules, for the 
year 1991 before the end of the year if 
they are to mamtiun their level of 
agricultural production.”) 

Figaro of reexports from the King- 
dom have registered a “sharp de- 
cline” when compared with the cor- 
responding period for 1989, Jardaneh 
said Friday. He e x pl ai n ed that the 
shortfall vras m«nly due to the fart 
that the 1989 figures included the sale 
of Royal Jordanian aircraft 

Foreign exchange reserves 

The gross foreign exc hang e re-' 
serves of the country new stand at 
$650 million, cxdndmg S100 million 
in redprocative deposits from the 
central of Gulf states at CBJ- 
Tbc net reserves, the minister said, 
f frfurfiiig $ 380 nriffioo in 

deposits of commercial banks at the 
CBJ, now stands at $270 mi ffi oa.^ 
Jardaneh underlined the signifi- 
cance of the new figures by pointing 
out that the country’s gross reserves 
stood at $110 mfflioii at the beginning 
of 1989, further dipping to $63 rmfikm 
by April 1989. However, it rose to 
$434 nriffioo by the end of 1989 after 
the rinpiwii hnpp^wtwted the ro- 
tructuring prog ram me agreed with 
Che IMF, and after it received Arab 
assistance and enforced stricter fore- 
ign exchange regulations. 

After settling aQ ou tstandin g pay- 
ments of interests on foreign loans, 
and repayment of prmcipal, mo« iy to 
Arab financing agpodra and other 
institutions, the Kingdom’s gross re- 
serves should be $800 mflGou — 
minding the Gulf depo sits and 
the net reserve (i.e. excluding the 


IWS 


/ •! . ■ - V if,; . 




JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, JULY 28, 1990 



(CtofaM'fron page 1) - 

the KfogdofoVcom- 


oSdbc around $400 nriffioo if it 
•oeives a total of $500 mfllioa m 
jtfo assistance by the end 

l 1990 mdudiag the aid already 
strived, Jardaneh said. 

The national bndgfit for 1990 pro- 
mts Arab aid of $360 mfflfcm, and 
te Kingdom has already received 
J95 nriffion in Arab assist an ce this 
■ar and secured concrete pledges of 
lOtfaer $75 nrifikm. 

Arab assfafamce 

A breakdown of the amoiml actual- 
received shows that $100 nriffioo. 
one few Saudi Arabia, $50 nriOhm 
»«d $35 nriffion in ofl from 
nwiit, $60 nriffioo from the United 
rub Emirates (UAH), $25 nullion 
am Iraq, $20 mfflion from Otter 
id $5 nriffioo from Oman. The 
edge* comprise .$25 uriffioo from 
aq, and $25 rnffikm in cash and $25 


teflEoh in ofl from Kuwait (the 
Kuwaiti a stiwanc e in land is being 
received by the Kingdom at the rate 
• ■ of SSjaDno every month). 

. Senior officials have said that the 
$100 nriffion received from Saudi 
Arabia was the first of 

RiyaA’s assistance to Jordan this 
year, and more was expected to 
■ come. But no definite fi gure, have 

been mentioned except that the total 
Arab rid during the year would ex- 
ceed the haH-a-biffioa dollar mark. 

Jordan, whose foreign debts now 
stand at $8.4 biffion, needs $500 

nriffioo for servicing Interests os its 
foreign debts every year. Jardaneh 
noted. Other officials have said the 
Kingdom would be able to m— «»g » 
well in most areas while also main- 
taining its defence capabilities if h 
receives an annual aid of $1 bffikmfor 
the next several yean. 

Debt rescheduling 

The Kingdom has concluded tri- 
lateral debt rescheduling agreements 
with all except four governments rep- 
resented in the 14-member Paris 
Oub, the minister said. “One of the 
governments is not interested in 
negotiating -with us,” he said without 
tifadoang the name of country, “We 
have almost reached agreement with 
another, and are negotiating with the 
other two,” be added without ela- 
boration. Accor din g to reports in the 
international press, the four countries 
are Belgium, Britain, Kuwait and 
Sweden. 

The Kingdom’s total debt to the 
countries represented in Paris Club is 
about $3.56 billion. Jordan has 
already reached a broad agreement j 
with the Paris Gob for rescheduling 
debt repayments totalling $2.49 bd- 
fioo due in 1989 and 1990, and the 
negotiations Jardineh referred to are : 
on the bilateral agreements and ex- 
ecutive terms which follow such an 
accord. 

Jordan has also reached agreement 
wife the London Qab of commercial 
creditors on rescheduling debt repay- 
ments involving a total of $575 miliioa 
(hie until June 1991. The Kingdom is 
now negotiating an agreement from 
the London Ch»b on its debt boy-back 
plan and has tabled a proposal to the 
group. ‘They wxD review the proposal 
in early August, and we hope to reach 
agreement before the end of Au- 
. gust,” Jardaneh said. Indications are 
that Jordan's debts are available in 
the market at a discounted rate of 70 
cents to the dollar. 

The minister did not speedy any 
figure for the amount targeted under 
the debt buy-back plan. “We have to 
find out bow ranch of Jordan’s com- 
mercial debts are on the market.” be 
said. The total amount Jordan owes 
to the Loudon Cfob, which represents 
over 90 commercial banks and finan- 
cial institutions, is $13 biffion. 

" The Kingdom has to finalise all 
agreements with London and Paris 
dubs before S e p t ember this year be- 
fore it can open further negotiations 
Jo reschedule its debt payments due 
in 1991 (from July 1991 in die case of 
London Oub since the S575 nriffioo 
already agreed upon covers the 
period until June 1991). 

Debt management plan 

Discussing die Kingdom’s medium- 
term and long-term plans. Jardaneh 
said die ministry was contemplating a 
three-pronged debt management 
plan. *Ibe first is conversion of foreign 
debts into assets through encouraging 
creditors to invest part of their dues in 
joint v en t u re s in the Kingdom under 
bilateral agreements to be worked 
oat. 

“We wffl try to nse our foreign 
debts as an asset and instrument 
rather than a bottleneck in the pro- 
cess of economic development,” 
according to Jardaneh. The minister 
cited 50 per cent as a possible con- 
tribution from the Jordanian side to 
projects initiated by the Kingdom’s 
creditors in lieu of the Kingdom’s 
debts. 

Answering a question, the minister 
painted out that Jordan does not 
qualify for any "debt write-off” by 
any of its creditors ander the Toronto 
Protocol since the annual per capita 
income of the Kingdom was higher 
than the $800 set under the protocol. 

The second part of the debt man- 
agement plan is using the “idle capac- 
ity" of Jordanian industries to pro- 
duce goods to be supplied to creditors 
in **«*»«r for debt payments. 

Jordan’s cement factories are work- 
ing in fall capacity now and the 
Kingdom win export 200,000 tonnes 
of cement this month, Jardaneh said. 
He did nor say where the consign- 
ment to destined. 

The third part of the Kingdom’s 
approach is the debt buy-back [dan. 
During the last round of direus ri ons 
with the London Qab, in London, 
“we could not agree on the terms of 
the buy-back,” be said, adding that 
efforts are on track to reach agree- 
ment on the basis of the Jordanian 
p ropo sa l. “We are optimistic that 
they will react to it in a positive 
manner and we can agree on this 
outstanding issue since the other 
ismes that remain are of a very minor 
nature.” 

According to the minis te r , Jordan 
was encouraged to pursue the debt 
buy-back plan since foods could be 
nmA» svaflabfe from the World Bank 
and Other international agencies. 

“Instead of having commercial 
InmM at high interest rates with short- 
term maturity, they (World Bank) 
give l«m« which see softer, with a 
longer maturity and lower interest 
and the loans could be coaverted into 
a new debt to the World Bank,” he 
said. "...And instead of convert ing 
into one dollar to one dollar, you 
convert it into 50 to 70 cents to one 
dollar. " 

This debt buy-back plan could get 
off the ground in nt months’ trine if 
the London Oub gives it the green 
signal ami the Jordanian government 
endorses it, Jardaneh raid. 

Another related plan unom study 
involves sec urin g funds for debt buy- 
back through government bonds fat 
Arab markets. The minister said It 
was too early to discuss any tp c clfic 
target figures since it remained to be 
seen bow the market will react to the 
witii r J ordanian approach to buying 
back its debts. 


Kaifu arrives Aug. 21 


(Coatiiroed from page 1) 

Valley and another part was 
allocated to the education sec- 
tor. In the wake of the econo- 
mic problems that faced Jor- 
dan in 1988 and 1989, the 
Japanese government allowed 
590 million of the loan to be 
appropriated to support the 
Kingdom’s foreign payments. 
Tokyo is co-financing a $300 
million World Bank loan to 
help Jordan’s balance of pay- 
ments and the $90 million wfl] 
from part of the Japanese con- 
tribution of $150 million in the 
loan. 

Terms for the Japanese co- 
financing have not been 
agreed upon yet. Jardaneh has 
said that Joidan was seeking 
the credit from Japan’s Over- 
seas Economic Cooperation 
Fond which offers easy terms 
while Tokyo was offering the 
facility through the Export and 
Import Bank of Japan under 


higher interest and stricter 
terms. It is also not clear yet 
whether the $90 million would 
be under the easy terms origi- 
nally agreed for the $300 mil- 
lion package or be subject to 
new terms to be worked out. 

“This is one of the outstand- 
ing issues,” Jardaneh told the 
Jordan limes. 

Under the plan to be tabled 
during Kaifa’s visit, the minis- 
ter said, Jordan will seek more 
development aid, more sup- 
port to sustain its economic 
restructuring programme and 
further Japanese help in the 
Kingdom’s efforts to alleviate 
its debt burden. 

Other officials have said that 
Jordan would also seek fresh 
Japanese investments in in- 
dustrial and tourism projects 
in the Kingdom. 

Kaifu’s visit to Jordan is part 
of a Middle East tour including 
Turkey. Egypt, Oman and 
Saudi Arabia. 
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OPEC signs price deal 


(Continued from page 1) 

therefore would be strictly fol- 
lowed. 

Asked whether it would be 
adhered to, he said, “ at this time 
I am sure 100 per cent." 

The accord capped OPECs 
regular mid-year conference, 
which began Thursday. 

llie announcement followed 
two days of talks at the regular 
mid-year OPEC meeting, which 
was overshadowed by a bitter 
dispute involving Iraqi allegations 
that Kuwait and the UAE drove 
down oil prices by exceeding their 
output quotas. Kuwait and the 
UAE deny the claims. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein threatened last week to use 
military force against cheaters, 
and diplomats reported an Iraqi 
military buildup at the Kuwait 
border. 


In reaching agreement, the 
ministers persuaded Iraqi Minis- 
ter Issam Abdul Rahera A1 Cha- 
labi to back off his demand for a 
525-a-barrd target price. Others 
said $25 was too high. 

The current target price of $18 
has been in effect since Decem- 
ber 1986. The current production 
limit is about 22.09 million bar- 
rels a day, based on individual 
quotas set for each member. 

Kuwait and the UAE have 
been accused often of exceeding 
their output quotas, and Iraq says 
it has lost $14 billion in oil re- 
venue because of the resulting 
slide in prices. 

OPEC delegates said Iraq 
could daim partial victory for a 
more hawkish line even though it 
did not get $25. 

Iraq's Cbalabi said; “1 am very 
happy with the agreement on 
$ 21 .” 
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Iraq signals tough stand 


(Cootfoued from page 1) 

and protocol meeting and will be 
followed by a meeting between them 
in Baghdad to resume the negotia- 
tions,” INA sakL 
The confrontati on be gan 10 days 
ago when Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein accused Kuwait and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE) of stab- 
bing Baghdad in die back “with a 
poisoned dagger” by cheating on 
OPEC oil production quotas and 
driving down prices. 

He said his Gulf neighbours, in a 
conspiracy instigated by the United 
States, had cost Iraq about S14 billion 
in lost oil revenues this year by 
glutting the world crude market and 
sending prices as low as $14 a barrel. 

The war of words branched has 
backed up with military action last 
week when Iraqi troops were de- 
ployed along the border with Kuwait. 

The mobilisation has also seen as a 
clear signal to the OPEC minister* 
that Baghdad would no longer sit by 
and allow quota busters to undermine 


prices. Hussein had said Iraq lost S89 
bQlioa between 1981-1990 as a result 
of low oO prices. 

President Mubarak won a pledge 
from Iraq Wednesday that Iraq would 
not attack Kuwait but Raghdad has 
not softened its demand for S2.4 
billion in compensation for oil it says 
Kuwait pumped from Iraqi fields . 

U.S. State Department spokesman 
Richard Boucher, urging the parties 
in the dispute to “work out their 
differences in a peace fill and con- 
structive manner,” said Thursday that 
there appears to be some movement 
toward a “diplomatic dialogue which 
would defuse the tensions in the 
Gulf.” 

In thai regard, the deputy spokes- 
man noted that U.S. Ambassador 
April Gtaspie met in Baghdad with 
In_|i President Hussein July 25. Dur- 
ing the meeting, the deputy spokes- 
man said, Hussein expressed bis de- 
sire for a peaceful resolution of the 
situation and informed the ambassa- 
dor of his plans for rt j scn s ao ns with 
Kuwait. 
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ANiyyah Girts School 
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6: 30-Midnight 
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MANDARIN 

Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 
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Open daily 12:00 -15-30 
18:00-23:30 

WadiSaqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman.Jordan 

\ Tel: 6619 a / 
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v & Restaurant 

folktoric troupes, ballet dan- 
cer. luxurious dinner 
Singing — Dancing and Fun 


RENT 

Saadi Real Estate 

OOAOQ 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Renta! Dept 687821/22 


/ CHEN’S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only . 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 
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V 6:30 - Midnight / 

The First Class Hotel in 
Amman thai has a 
Kitchenette in every ; 
room..,! ! 
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Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 


AUTHENTIC 

CHINESE CUISINE 

elegant 

colorful atmosphere 

madfrjie prices 
ihcmisani^icl : 660250 
(closed on mondays l 


MOVING ? 

Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take cate of the works, 

Door to Door. 

Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 













Her Majesty Queen Noor at ten ds one of the 


br mfl ng sessions by Prince Ra’ad Dm Zdd (left) Qneen Noor chats with a Jordanian athlete daring one of the gam e s at the Special Olympics 


Jordanians win 6 gold, 8 silver medals at Special Olympics 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor has returned to Am- 
man following a short visit to 
Scotland where she was a guest of 
honour at the opening cere- 
monies of the European Summer 
Special Olympic Games for men- 
tally handicapped athletes, in the 
Strathclyde region. 

The 15-member team to the 
games was accompanied by 


Queen Noor and Prince Ra’ad 
Ibn Zeid, Prince Zeid Ibn Ra’ad, 
three coaches and one official, to 
Glasgow's Celtic Football Sta- 
dium for the opening ceremony, 
which was attended by the Duke 
of Edinburgh. 

The Jordanian athletes com- 
peted in track and field events 
and in basketball. The Queen and 
the accompanying delegation 


attended several competitions by 
Jordan’s athletes who, by July 26, 
had already won six gold medals 
'and eight silver medals. 

The Jordanian Sports Federa- 
tion for the Physically Handicap- 
ped was founded in 1981, follow- 
ing the International Year of the 
Disabled, and the Jordan Special 
Olympics programme was estab- 
lished in 1984 to encourage men- 


Astapkovich, Harrison win with 
sparkling performance in Seattle 


SEATTLE, Washington (R) — 
Soviet Igor Astapkovich put on 
the best hammer throwing show 
ever seen in die United States, 
and American Kenny Harrison 
listened to his girl friend's advise 
on his final triple jump to win 
gold at the Goodwill Games. 

Astapkovich, the two-time 
World Student Games Cham- 
pion, outdueled teammates 
Andrei Abduvaliev and Igor 
Nikulin with a throw 84.12 metres 
— the second best throw of the 
year. 

Astapkovich used his third- 
round throw to seal die victory. 
He had taken the lead on a 
second-round toss of 82.52 to 
overtake Abduvaliev, whose best 
was 82.20, and Nikulin, who 
opened with a toss of 82.14, his 
best of the day. 

“This was my best result ever," 
Astapkovich said. "The wind 
helped take the hammer and 
move it out.” 

Harrison, the year's leading 
triple jumper, trailed last year’s 
number one, Mike Conley, going 
into his final jump. 

Then he had a chat with his girl 
friend, Sheila Hudson, the U.S. 
record holder in the women’s 
triple jump. 

The result was a leap of 17.72 
metres that was good enough for 
the gold. 

*1 had been real nervous be- 
cause I was trying for the world 
record and putting too much 


pressure on myself," Harrison 
said. “Sheila told me that I had 
better relax or I would be in 
trouble. 

“So I didn't take off as aggres- 
sively on my final jump." 

The hop, step and jump were 
superb and would have been 
much better had Harrison been 
able to bold die final phase, he 
said. 

The 25-year-old Harrison was 
the winner after Conley went for 
the lead on his final jnmp and 
came up short at 17.48. 

“I just lost it technically on that 
last jump," said Conley, who is 
known fin' dutch jumping him- 
self:' ' 

Olympic silver medallist Hollis 
Conway claimed the high jump 
gold by dealing 2.33 metres and 
his fellow-American Sandra Far- 
mer Patrick won the women’s 
400-metre hurdles, docking 55.16 
seconds. 

The relays, as expected, were 
fast with foe Soviet women and 
the U.S. men running the best 
4x400 metre relay times in foe 
world this year. 

The Soviets docked 3:23.70 for 
their victory and the American 
men won in 2:59-54. 

Fast anchor legs also gave the 
Americans victory in both 4x100 
metre relays. 

Former 100 metres world re- 
cord holder Evelyn Ashford 
blazed through the final leg for 
foe U.S. women, who docked 


The Soviet Union beat China 
3-1 to win foe gold medal in foe 
women’s volleyball competition 
at foe Goodwill Games. 

The Soviet Union, 1988 Olym- 
pic champions, beat foe Chinese 
15-8, 13-15, 154, 15-10 to repeat 
their 1986 success at foe Goodwill 
Games in Moscow. 

Soviet standout Valentina 
Orienko was named the tourna- 
ment’s most valuable player. 

“Tm surprised (at the selec- 
tion). I didn’t think I was in my 
best form,” said Orienko who 
recently had knee surgery. 

Brazil took foe bronze with a 
3-2 win over Pern. The Brazilians 
took a 15-3, 15-10 lead, but drop- 
ped the next two sets to Peru by 
13-15 scores, before taking foe 
deciding set 16-14. 

The United States, bronze 
medallist at foe last Goodwill 
Games, beat Japan 3-2 for fifth 
place in foe eight-nation tourna- 
ment 

Canada defeated Cuba in 
straight sets for seventh place. 

The next major women’s vol- 
leyball competition will be foe 
World Championship, which be- 
gins on Aug. 22 in Peking. 


Harding and Andries promise 
war in Melbourne WBC title fight 


MELBOURNE (Agencies) — 
Australia’s Jeff Harding promises 
it will be war just like foe last 
time when he meets Britain’s 
Dennis Andries, the man be has 
nicknamed “foe rhino,” in Satur- 
day’s World Boxing Council 
light-heavyweight title fight. 

Harding took the crown from 
Andries last June in Atlantic City 
in one of foe best and bloodiest 
fights of 1989. Harding needed 31 
stitches and plastic surgery after 
coming back from a terrible 
pounding to put Andries on the 
floor twice in the final round. 

The Australian, who has de- 
fended his title twice, says he is in 
foe best condition of his life and 
will carry on where be left off in 
New Jersey. 

Andries, now fighting out of 
Detroit, has impressed locals with 
his relentless sparring ?nd he 
means to make Harding pay for 
“the rhino” tag. 

Both camps expect their man 
to be standing at foe end of what 
promises to be a fight for the 
gore-lovers not the purists. 

“Whoever wins, it will be a 
brutal, vicious fight,” said 
Andries’s manager Emmanuel 
Steward. “Neither of them are 
particularly graceful, neither 
fighter has a knockout punch and 
I would not expect foe fight to 
finish early.” 

“We have not trained to knock 
anyone out. We have trained to 
stay the course,” said Harding’s 
manager Manny Hinton. “Jeff 
can go 20 rounds if necessary.” 

Harding, whose defence still 
worries Australian fans, is un- 
beaten in 17 fights while Andries, 


who has held the title twice, has 
been beaten eight times in 46 
fights. 


Mower content to 
take his time 


Meanwhile Michael Moorer is 
expected to become one of box- 
ing’s biggest names. But the soft- 
spoken, hard-hitting World Box- 
ing Organisation (WBO)^Iight- 
beavyweaght champion is m no 
hurry for fame and fortune. 

Moorer, 22, has a perfect 20-0 
professional record and has 
knocked out every one of his 
opponents. 

Insiders at Detroit's Kronk 
•Gymnasium say Moorer has the 

power and ability to win world 
tides at both ennserweight and 
heavyweight. 

Steward has dabbed Moorer 
“the new Thomas Hearns" and 
predicted he will be heavyweight 
champion within two years. 

Moorer, a Pennsylvania native 
who says he enjoys hurting peo- 
ple, is expected to face Interna- 
tional Boxing Federation Cham- 
pion Prince Charles Williams in a 
unification fight in September. 
He says that is as far into the 
future as he is looking. 

“Looking too far ahead can be 
the downfall of a fighter," he said 
Friday in Melbourne. 

“I believe I will be heavyweight 
champion of the world one day, 
but I don’t let other people’s 
expectations get to me,” be said. 
‘Tm notin a hurry and I want to 
beef up before I move up.” 

Moorer loves the challenge of 


one-on-one combat and has en- 
ded 13 of Ins professional contests 
within two rounds. Outside foe 
ring he can be thoughtful and 
witty. 

“When Tm in the ring it’s war 
every time," be said. “I crave 
violenc and power — I love all 
physical things. 

“Boxing is a violent and brutal 
sports but it is what I do. Outside 
of the ring Tm a different person 
— a nice guy who likes to have 
fun,” he said. 

“My image is not hype. I'm 
genuinely foe kind of guy who 
likes seeing violence, action, kill- 
ings, shootings, blood and loves 
guns — but that’s only one side of 
me. Pm not a bad person and my 
violent side doesn’t have control 
of me. I have control of it,” he 
added. 

Moorer still is known only to 
hard-core boxing fans, partially 
because he bolds a title with 
the lightly-regarded WBO. 

“That doesn't worry me,” he 
said; ‘Tm superb in my weight 
division right now and Pm mak- 
ing the WBO look good." 

Moorer says foe experienced 
Williams will hold no fears for 
him when they meet. 

“I think he underestimates 
me,” Moorer said. “He doesn’t 
know what power I have. He’D 
probably try to take the fight to 
me but I wonder how he’ll feel 
when he feels my thunderbolts?” 

Moorer has his eyes firmly 
fixed on foe big time, but he’ll get 
there at his own pace. 

“I can be very dangerous, ” he 
said. “People will start to find 
that out.” 


tally handicapped persons to in- 
teract and compete with their 
peers on national and interna- 
tioinal levels. 

Jordanian athletes first took, 
part in Special Olympics in 1987 
at Notre Dame University in In- 
diana. 

One of foe aims of the Special 
Olympics programme is to help 
people with mental retardation to 


42.46 seconds, while Dennis 
Mitchell made up to metres on 
Cuban Joel Isasi in foe final 50 
metres to power the U.S. men to 
victory in 38.45 seconds. 

Soviet women get gold 
medal for voUeyball 


Senna back 
on top in 
Formula 1 
motor race 


HOCKENHEIM, West Ger- 
many (R) — Ayrton Senna re- 
gained his once-customary place 
as foe quickest man in Formula 
One Friday. 

The Br azilian grabbed pro- 
visional pole position for Sun- 
day’s West German Grand Prix 
motor race with abother record- 
breaking performance. 

In an incident-packed qual- 
ifying session, interrupted when 
Italian Alessandro Nannini 
crashcd~heavily in his Benetton, 
Senna was supreme in his 
McLaren. 

Nannini escaped unhurt as Sen- 
na went on to share front row of 
foe provisional grid with Austrian 
teammate Gerhard Berger. 

Nannini went off at foe entry to 
foe third chicane on the 6.797- 
Itilometre circuit after hitting a 
kerb. His car spun across the 
track and flew backwards into foe 
trackside barriers which were 
protected by a layer of tyres. 

It was a very heavy high-speed 
collision and Nanmxri’s car burst 
into flames briefly before coining 
to a halt The rear end and the 
front suspension were badly dam- 
aged. 

Both McLaren drivers and 
their greatest rival, 
championship-leading Ferrari 
driver Frenchman Alain Prost, 
clocked times well below the pre- 
vious qualifying lap record set by 
Finland’s Keke Rosbcrg in a Wil- 
liams in 1986. 

Ros berg’s record of 1:42.013 
was beaten comprehensively by 
Senna’s best time of 1:40.198 and 
also by Berger, who clocked 
1:40.434, and Prost who had re- 
cordcrd a best time of 1:41.732 
early in the session. 

Senna’s average speed on his 
record lap was 244.208 kph. 

Senna, beaten out of pole posi- 
tion in the past three Grands Prix 
but bidding for a record 47fo start 
from the front, said afterwards he 
felt he could have gone even 
faster, but made an error on his 
second qualifying lap. 

“I made a small mistake on my 
second run when I hit the bump 
on the exit of the last chicane on 
the return leg of the circuit,” be 
said. 

“That threw me across the kerb 
so I drove off on the grass and 
abandoned the effort It was a 
sham e because I felt quicker to 
that point on foe circuit than I 
had been on my first run.” 

Prost, chasing a fourth succes- 
sive win while Senna is hoping to 
complete a hat-trick of victories 
at Hockenheim, admitted he did 
not have the pace to ont-qualify 
Senna or Beiger. 

He and his British teammate 
Nigel Mansell, who has con- 
firmed he wiB be retiring at foe 
end of the season, both com- 
plained that their qualifying tyres 
were not lasting a foil lap. 

“I could have gone a bit quick- 
er, but not as quick as the 
McLaren-Hondas,” said Prost 
who was third-quickest ahead of 
ManselL 

Mansell again pointed out that 
his straight line speeds were be- 
low those of his teammate and 
tiie McLarens. 


develop their potential. 

Millions of mentally retarded 
children and adults have partici- 
pated in Special Olympics since 
its founding in 1968. Tins year’s 
European S umm er Special Olym- 
pic Games, held from July 20-27, 
1990, are the third and largest 
European games held in the his- 
tory of Special Olympics Interna- 


tional, winch also held European 
Summer Games in Brussels in 
1981 and in Dublin in 1985. 

About 2,400 athletes from 30 
countries participated in the 
Glasgow event including, for foe 
first time in the history of Special 
Olympics, athletes from the 
USSR and some Eastern Euro- 
pean countries. 


Hajiri wins Jordan 
cross-country raid 


By Nur Sati 

Special to the Jordan Times 


overall in the Middle East Cham- 
pionship, lead the local chal- 


AMMAN — The Jordan Cross- 
Country Raid came to an end 
with Saeed A1 Hajiri finishing 
first place, leaving the remaining 
six drivers far behind. 

On Thursday, the first leg of 
the raid, Hajiri, who is the Arab 
World’s number one driver from 
Qatar, experienced an event of 
bad luck when his Ford Bronco 
— “foe mean machine” — lost 
eight minutes because of a flat 
tyre on- foe Hudhud Shand (spe- 
cial stage three). “It is not going 
to be easy to gain die lost minutes 
but I will have to push my car to 
its limit on Friday,” Hajiri said. 

As a result Hajiri was pushed 
eight knotches down foe position 
scale. Suhair Ibn Khalifa, driving 
a Mitsubishi Pajero from foe Un- 
ited Arab Emirates, overtook 
Mamdouh A1 Khayyat from 
Saudi Arabia in Hndhud Shand 
stage, and finished the first leg of 
foe race in first place. 

“It will take a lot to hold first 
position,” Khalifa said. “But it is 
important for both Hajiri and I 
because a victory means giving 
either of us a boost in foe Middle 
East Championship.” 

Meanwhile, Khayyat came, in 
second place on Thursday’s first 
leg of foe raid wind] pushed him 
up four knotches from bis original 
fifth position. 

On the local scene, Mazen Da- 
jani who currently runs second 


However, towards the end of 
the first leg, Dajani dropped from 
14fo position down to 16fo place. This 
gave the advantage to Ahmad 
Bseiso, who drove a Toyota Land 
Cruise, to surpass Dajani and 
Ahmad A1 Daoud, competing in 
a Suzuki SJ 410. 

Abed Hamzeh, driving a Suzu- 
ki AA 33 maintained first posi- 
tion locally and llfo overall posi- 
tion. 

- On Friday,'- the second leg of 
flje raid( Hajiri climbed on his 
Bronco with an air of wild deter- 
mination about Wm- 

In a spectacular but expected 
show, Hajiri took advantage of 
his automatic gear box on the 
fifth stage; driving his Bronco 
with vigorous force, Hajiri over- 
took foe eight cars ahead of him 
and took foe lead by 14 minutes 
84 seconds, with Khalifa behind 
him striving to catch up. 

“Thanks to the Branco, I was 
able to take the lead again," 
Hajiri says. 

On the 8th special stage, in Swaqa, 
Hajiri managed to gain a total of 
twenty minutes ahead of Khalifa. 
Haitham At-Mufti from Jordan 
driving a Range Rover, pushed 
his way up to sixth overall posi- 
-tion in this stage, gaining victory 
over Hamzeh who was leading 
the Jordanian team. 

The overall results of the raid 
are as follows: 


1) Saeed Al-Hajiri — Ford Bronco — total: 3:3:35. 

2) Suhair Ibn Khalifa — Mitsubishi Pajero — total: 3:50:49. 

3) Naser AJ Atiya — Nissan Patrol — total: 3:55:29. 

4) Mohammad A1 Manai — Nissan Patrol — - total: 4:02:04. 

5) Sheikh Hamad A1 Thani — Nissan Patrol - — total: 4:08:25. 

6) Haitham A1 Mufti — Range Rover — 4:34:58. 

7) Abed Hamzeh — Suzuki AA 33 — total: 6:11:15. 
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North-South vulnerable. North 
deals. 

NORTH 
♦ ■7 6 4 2 
? K Q 9 8 
OK 8 6 
*32 

WEST EAST 

♦ K 9 5 ♦ Q J 3 

7 6 T J732 

0 10 9 7 5 4 v J 2 

* K 9 7 6 * J 10 8 5 


THE OBLIGATORY FALSECARD 


SOUTH 
. ♦ A 10 8 
v A 10 5 4 
v A Q 3 
* A Q 4 


The bidding: 
North East 

South 

West 

Pass 

Pass 

2 NT 

Pass 

3 * 

Pass 

3 9 

Pass 

4 ? 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


Opening lead: Ten of 'f 
Among our least favorite pari- 
ners are habitual falsecarders. On 
defense, every hand becomes an ad- 
venture because we cannot trust any 
card partner plays. However, there 
are some situations where a defen- 
sive falsccard cannot hurt: indeed, it 
might even be mandatory to protect 
a holding. This example is from last 
year’s World Team Championship. 

With two four-card majors. 
North routinely checked for a 4-4 
fit over partner’s two-no-trump 
opening bid. When the heart fit was 


located. North opted for the suit 
coniraci because of his ruffing value 
in clubs. 

West’s normal lead of the ten of 
diamonds was taken in the closed 
hand and declarer led a trump to the 
queen. West produced the six and. 
had East routinely followed with the 
deuce, declarer would probably 
have continued with the king of 
hearts since, if both cards were hon- 
est, West's six was more likely to be 
a singleton. However, East made 
the obligatory fal&ecard of the 
seven! 

Declarer knew one of his oppo- 
nents was trying to pull a fast one, 
but be had no idea which. Id any 
event, he elected to continue with a 
heart to the ace and as a result lost a 
trump trick in addition to two 
spades and a club. 

Despite East's excellent defense, 
declarer should not have committed 
himself in trumps until he knew the 
fate of the club finesse. If it fails, be 
needs to ruff a club on the board 
and will not be able to pick up the 
trumps if West started with four 
unless declarer takes a deep posi- 
tion. Therefore, he should have led 
a club to the queen at trick three. 
When West wins the king, declarer 
takes any return, ruffs a dub in 
dummy and the trump position, clar- 
ifies itself when the king of trumps 
is cashed. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAV JIJLY.28,1990 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll tighter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
have aD kinds of interesting and 
.sane.ways to get your financial and 
practical interests on a sound plane 
today. Be sure' not to alienate 
' others; by being overly concerned 
with your own interests. 


'ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Look into every written source 
whereby -you can - gain valuable 
suggestions for adding to your pre- 
sent benefits, then look at monet- 
ary needs required. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Your financial plans can be matur- 
ing in a highly satisfactory manner 
now. but you should be sure you 
have thought out exactly what you 
are striving' for.' 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
know pretty much, what you want 
of a personal nature now and what 
you need is the private support and 
information required to gain these 
ends. • '• 


straight to foe most inflnential per- 
sons who you can contact now and 
in . a .charming, manner let. them 
know of your worldly ambitions. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to .October 
22) Many new ideas, come to you 
and especially what you can do to 
handle a long time obligation in the 
most efficient and skillful manner. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Your efforts now in doing a 
good job at Whatever your occupa- 
tion can bethe means by which you 
impress bigwigs and the general 
public in your favour'. . 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21)' This is foe day to 
talk out with those who have some 

worldly position how you want 
your work efforts to trend in the 
-days ahead then follow their 
advise. :• 


MOON CHILDREN! (June 22 to 
July 21) Busy yourself seeing good 
compa n ions who understand your 
personal goals , and in cueing them 
in on bow they can best aid your 
advancement. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Your 
basic urges now are in direction of . 
credit, career and/or civic interests 
but if you are ur obtain them its 
necessary to get help from an 
active group. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You would be wise to go 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You now find that a 
pleasant and understanding atti- 
tude to others is almost bound to 
. gain you the prosperous issue to 
your current duties.. 

AQUARIUS: (January' 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You. have some splendid 
ideas for being more successful at 
your special creative aptitude and 
don't, let negative- family members 
deter your putting them fa motion. 
PISCES: (February .20 to March' 
20) Discussion at borne where you 
and. family will go on trip'or jaunt 
are necessary of there is to be 
accord about anticipated vacation. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



‘The dentist had to put 3 shots 
of novocaine in my hip before 
he couid extract my wallet* r 



mwmwm 


THAT SCRAMBLBqWDRDGAME 
Airrafd^hd SotrtLee; 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letterta each square, to form 
four ordinary words. . 




WHATYOU MISHT 
POWHBKI YOU HO 
LONGER WANT 
• YOUR3IKE. 


Now anange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 
HECTIC BRIDGE 


Jumble* GNAfiL FORUM HECTIC BRIDGE 

Answer Hands out money "right and left,” but doesn't 
- Know how to spend it RIGHT - 


THE Daily Crossword by Donald B. Groat 


ACROSS 
1 Be skeptical 
6 Diplomatic 
nicety 

10 — of all right 

14 Boredom 

15 Sharif 

16 Major or 


17 Blowout 

18 Rowlands of 
movies 

19 Rank 

20 Andersan tale 
23 Compressed 

and tied 

25 Damson e.g. 

26 Mystery name 

27 Nimble 

30 Med. subj. 

33 Total cost 

34 Flying prefix 

35 Cretan port 
37 Andersen tale 

41 Kind of acid 

42 "A miss — 
good as-." 

43 West 

44 Aleutian 
Island 

45 Chemical 
compound 

46 a are 
Boothe — 

47 School on the 
Thames 

49 Wipe out 
51 Andersen tale 

56 Biblical verb 

57 — trap for 

58 Intolerant one 

62 Sea bird 

63 Make 

84 Eared seal 

65 Exhibit 

66 Migration . 

67 Mary — 


m 

la 


BBBBBBaflBBB 


a 


aaaBB 


aaaaa 


© 1 to* 

. AH Rights 


6 Outfits 

7 Church word 
8- Tester 

9 Fish in a way 

10 — equinox- - 

11 White cheese 

12 So, that's it! 

13 Small taka 

21 A Ford 

22 Mountebanks 

23 Fowl type 

24 Even though 
26 Comic strip 

character 

28 Quidnunc 

29 Fr. sculptor 
31 Hostility 


nnnnnnn nnnnnn 
□□□naran nrnnoma 
nnnrannn aranimra 
nnira nnnnn rann 
nnn nnnn 
nnnr * nnsran 
Einnnn nnnn nr.o 
^□nnn nnnn 
nop nnnn nnnnn 
U'KGS nwift nnnnn 
nnnrc nnn nnnn 
nnn nnnnn nnn 
rinnnann 
nnnnrann nnnnnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnnnn 


1 Puzzle clue 
for short 

2 - of a kind 

3 Actress 
Merkel 

4 Hurry-scurry 
5. Certain tax 


36 US author . 
36 Release 

39 WWII gp. 

40 Biblical spy 

45 Take the ' 
fancy of 

46 Looseness 


S 54 Raison- d f - 

50. Manmade man 55 Class'- ~ ; 
. £ . - . / -.maas: 

* ' _60 Mlne stuff 

53 lab burner— «i OdfoVtoo 
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Neba» Graves 

• • '' Reuter ■ 

"GENEVA — *■ Wodd trading 
[-rations are be ginning to worry 
. .to d^ cfisagreieinente and a 
tight edtendar nay .keep them 
-from finishing Dms most ambi- 
tious round of trade talks in 
bfaduy." 

Alter four days of fruitless 
talks this week, the bead of the 
96-member GATT (General 
Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade) , global trade body told 
-negotiators to stop playing 
“hide-and-seek*’ and get down 
to serious work. 

But. with only 18 weeks left 
before a December deadline, 
delegates are wondering open- 
ly if they will be able to meet 
. tbe far-reaching goals they set 
for themselves when they laun- 
ched tbe Uruguay Round with 
fanfare almost four years ago. 

“There is one danger - — 
discouragement — because of 
tbe amount of work which has 
still to be done and because, 
we have to admit It, we are 
behind schedule,” chief Euro- 
pean Community (EC) nego- 


orld trade talks jeopardised by ill will 


bator Hugo Paexsen said after 
the latest session of talks ended 
Thursday. 

“We have to be pessimistic 
in oar heads, but optimistic in 
our hearts," he said. 

At stake in the Uruguay 
Round, the eighth round of 
.world trade talks since the 
GATT was created in 1948, is 
die future of the $3 trillion 
- global trading system. 

Trade uumtezs from the 
General Agreement cm Tariffs 
and Trade launched the round 
in Uruguay in September 1986, 
saying border barriers to goods 
and unfair subsidies were stifl- 
ing world commerce. 

Earlier trade rounds had 
concentrated on lowering 
t ariff s on manufactured goods 
and beefing up the GATT’s 
powers. 

But tbe trade body was given 
little authority to police farm 
policies. It was also blamed for 
surplus stocks and low prices, 
and no rules were written to 
cover burgeoning trade in ser- 
vices such as banking, telecom- 
munications and travel — 
worth about $600 billion a 


Soviet Union, Israel sign trade pact 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel and the Soviet Union agreed Friday to 
establish trade ties despite not having full diplomatic relations, 
Israeli officials said. “We signed an agreement to establish 
economic relations. We will exchange official representatives in 
the form of trade offices in Tel Aviv and Moscow,” said Dan 
GiUerman, president of the Federation of Israeli Chambers of 
Commerce. He said Soviet officials were already in Tel Aviv to 
open an office of die Soviet chamber of commerce. Israeli officials 
will travel to Moscow next month, he said. The agreement was 
signed with the visiting president of tbe Soviet Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, Vladislav Malkevitch, the most senior 
Soviet trade official to visit Israel since Moscow severed ties over 
the 1967 Middle East war. Malkevitch met Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir Friday and Finance Minister Yitzhak Modai 
Wednesday. Malkevitch said trade between tbe Soviet Union and 
Israel could top $1 billion in four years. Direct trade now stands at 
less than $10 milli on a year. 

Indebted nations’ load eases 

BASLE (R) — The mm owed by die world’s most indebted 
nations foil slightly in tbe second half of last year, but Eastern 
Europe’s struggling economies soaked up more foreign capital, 
figures published on Friday showed. Tbe cumulative debt of all 
developing countries swelled $123 billion to S729.9 billion in the 
period under review, according to tbe data compiled jointly by the 
Basle-based Bank for International Settlements and the Paris- 
based Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment-'Two key cat egories at foreign debt in 15 heavily indebted 
' countries shrank by S53"billipn in dm second half of 1989 to stand 
at 289.9 trillion after falling $14.3 billion in the first half. These 
so-called “Baker countries” — a name coined as a result of a debt 
reduction plan devised by James Baker, former treasury secretary 
and now secretary of state in tbe U.S. administration — have had 
to face Western banks less willing to extend new loans. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Thursday, July 26, 1990 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Starting 
Deufscfaemark 
Swiss franc 


* Bns SfB 

662.0 666*0 
1197.fi 1204.8 
407.7 410.1 
479.9 4XL8 


French franc 121.7 122.4 

Japanese yen (far 100) 441.2 443.8 

Daub grritrtyT 361.8 364.0 

Swedish crown ■ 112.0 112.7 
Italian Bra (tor 100) S5.7 56.0 

Belgian franc (far 10) 198-4 199.6 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Folkwring are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One Sterling 1.822030* 

One U.S. dollar 1.1535/45 

1.6225/30 
1.8290/8300 
1. 3730/40 
3338/43 
5.4380/4430 
1188/1189 
150.65/75 
5.90509100 
63525/75 
6.1730/80 

One ounce of gold . 368.70/369.10 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


Cinema 


RAINBOW. 


Tel: 625155 


Textile trarde 

Trading nations also decided 
it was time to ease restrictions 
on textile trade, of crucial im- 
portance to poor countries, 
and write rules against piracy 
of intellectual property like 
copyrights and trademarks, a 
goal of industrialised coun- 
tries. 

The first dear sign the round 
was in trouble came at a mid- 
term review in December 1988, 
in Montreal. Tbe talks came to 
a standstill when the United 
States and the EC failed to 
narrow gaping differences over 
agricultural reform. 

Washington has sought an 
end to form subsidies, while 
the EC, with five times as 
many formers, has resisted 
cuts. 

The two sides papered over 
their disagreement in April of 
last year, only to have the row 
flare up again this year. The 
dispute dominated this 
month’s summit meeting of the 
heads of the seven largest in- 

J±s. 

economy 

posts 

weak 

growth 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. economy, continuing to 
skin along tbe edges of a reces- 
sion, posted weak growth at an 
annual rate of just 1.2 per cent 
from April through June, the 
government reported Friday. 

The Commerce Department 
said that the gross national pro- 
duct (GNP), tbe country*! total 
output of goods and services, was 
propped up entirely in the second 
quarter by a big buildup in busi- 
ness inventories. 

Other major components of 
the economy, from consumer 
spending to business investment 
and housing construction, suf- 
fered declines during the quarter. 

The 13 per cent GNP increase 
in the second quarter followed a 
revised 1.7 per cent increase in 
the first quarter and a barely 
discernible 0.3 per cent advance 
in the October-December period 
last year. 

This string of weak quarterly 
growth rates is raising concerns 
over whether the current econo- 
mic expansion, which has lasted a 
peacetime record of almost eight 
years, is in danger of toppling 
into a recession. 

Today’s report offered little 
comfort on that score, given the 
fact that the only strength came in 
tbe restocking of store shelves 
and baddots. 

In the face of foiling consumer 
demand, those higher inventories 
could force production cutbacks 
and job layoffs in tbe second half 
of the year, one of the classic 
ways a recession begins. 

In one encouraging sign, infla- 
tion slowed markedly in foe 
second quarter, with a GNP price ' 
measure dropping to an annual ; 
rate of increase of 3.9 per cent, i 


0* 


WlS e 


dustrialised countries, who cal- 
led for a cease-fire in agricul- 
ture. 

The goodwill at tbe Houston 
summit spilled over to this 
week’s meeting, and Washing- 
ton and Brussels quickly en- 
dorsed a common reform plan 
outlining potential cuts m form 
spending. 

But, in an unexpected turn 
of events, a decision by U.S. 
and EC delegates to put off 
further negotiations on agricul- 
ture until late August had a 
chilling effect in other areas. 

The absence of serious bar- 
gaining in Geneva incensed de- 
legates from developing coun- 
tries and smaller European 
states, who were looking for 
concrete steps. 

Formal complaint 

Lodging a formal complaint 
on behalf of developing coun- 
tries, head Brazilian negotiator 
Rubens Ricupero blamed the 
rich countries for sidestepping 
the issues and warned the 
GATT steering committee that 
the round was in trouble. 


U.S. and EC officials dismis- 
sed Rknpero’s charging, saying 
developing countries were 
posturing. 

Officials agreed that sim- 
mering ill will, slow progress 
and the fast- approaching De- 
cember deadline have contri- 
buted to what one delegate 
called a sense of panic. 

Worried by tbe lack of prog- 
ress, GATT Director General 
Arthur Dunkel announced 
strict negotiating deadlines. 
Even as be did so, U.S. and 
EC delegates were haggling 
over the translation of three 
words in tbe form reform prop- 
osal. 

Head U.S. negotiator Julius 
Katz warned delegates that the 
U.S. congress would not 
accept a watered down agree- 
ment. And, he said, the De- 
cember deadline will not be 
extended for fear Congress will 
deny the U.S. administration 
negotiating power. 

Asked if a GATT deal 
would be clinched in Decem- 
ber, U.S. negotiator Warren 
Lavorel said: “It’s going to be 
tight.” 


Unrest hits Soviet farms 


MOSCOW (R) — Labour unrest 
in the Soviet Union has spread to 
the farms where the first 
peasant’s strike committees have 
been formed, the Communist 
Party daily Pravda reported Fri- 
day. 

Under tbe front-page headline 
“peasants’ revolt?,*’ it said collec- 
tive farms in Kostroma region 
northeast of Moscow were thre- 
atening to withhold produce as a 
bargaining counter with the 
cities. 

In return they wanted more fuel, 
machinery and pans, and extra 
labour at reasonable prices for 
the current harvest. 

“Tell me how much longer 
were we supposed to put up with 
it? we got fed up,” Leonid Sham- 
kov, bead of a collective form in 
Kostroma, told Pravda. 

“We will not be going on strike 
in foe fields and forms. But we 
are masters of our produce. That 
is a powerful lever and in extreme 
circumstances we will use it." 

Strikes have swept different 


sectors of Soviet industry over the 
past two years as President 
Mikhail Gorbachev's perestroika 
reforms took the lid off worker 
discontent. 

The enormous fanning sector, 
for decades a byword for over- 
manning, under-investment, 
hidebound management and 
general backwardness, has been 
largely free of organised protest. 

This year’s look like a bumper 
crop. Tbe media, however, has 
been full of reports, acknow- 
ledged by the government, of 
desperate shortages of fuel, 
trucks, tractors, spare parts and 
labour that seriously jeopardise 
prospects of realising its poten- 
tial. 

Pravda said Kostroma was not 
the only place in tbe countryside 
flexing muscles for a better deal 
from the cities. 

Farmers took similar action in 
Karaganda in Kazakhstan, while 
in Perm, on the western slopes of 
the Ural mountains, foe local 
agricultural leadership took up 


the cause. 

In Michurin. southeast of Mos- 
cow. it was the regional council. 
“Moreover, they did it in the 
fiercest way: Unless the city peo- 
ple help in the vegetable fields, 
they will not get a single gram of 
food.” 

Factories and offices tradi- 
tionally sent large squads of 
workers to help in the fields at 
harvest time at cheap rates. This 
year things were different. 

Shamkov titd a train depot at 
Bui, north of Kostroma town, 
which demanded 75 per cent 
above tbe standard work rate. 
“The collective-formers clasped 
their heads, only bankruptcy 
comes from that sort of help.” 

When spare parts were avail- 
able, suppliers demanded food in 
exchange. 

“You in Moscow, in my opin- 
ion, will not recognise the state of 
affairs in the villages, in agricul- 
ture." he said. "The countryside 
has been forced to its knees, it is 
left to tackle the harvest all by 
itself.” 


De Beers, Soviet Union 
sign five-year agreement 


Algeria wins 
French backing 


PARIS (R) — Algerian Finance 
Minister Gfaazi Hidouci improved 
the climate for greater coopera- 
tion by France with its former 
colony when he visited Paris this 
week, French officials and 
businessmen said. 

The French employers' body, 
the CNPF, said companies were 
ready to help foe liberalisation of 
the Algerian economy after being 
forbidden to invest in the country 
for two decades. 

Finance Minister Pierre Bere- 
govoy said France would provide 
guarantees for a loan that Alge- 
ria was seeking from banks to 
refinance part of its heavy foreign 
debt burden. 

Algeria won no new aid com- 
mitments from France, but the 
two countries renewed financial 
accords signed last year. 

Algerian officials said commer- 
cial and political disagreements 
had blocked the disbursement of 
some of the aid. 

“Seven billion francs ($13 bil- 
lion) was allocated in 1989, and 
there remained two btlHon ($363 
million), including 800 million 
francs ($145 million) of balance 
of payments support. It was 
necessary to unfreeze that, which 
has been done,” an Algerian 
embassy official said. 

According to the Algerian offi- 
cial, Beregovoy had blocked the 
funds because some of the credits 
disbursed during 1989 had been 
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( 4 RENT 

Many villas and apartments 
for rent & sale furnished or 
unfurnished in Abdoun, Um 
Utheina, Sweifieh and many 
other locations. 

For more details please call 

ABDOUN REAL 


used to buy non-French goods. 

The CNPF official said tbe 
commercial disputes involved un- 
paid bills, some dating back four 
or five years. 

Hidouci said at a news confer- 
ence this week that a row with 
French builder Bouygues involv- 
ing around one billion francs 
($180 million) of debts would be 
settled by the end of August, and 
other disputes were well on the 
way to being resolved. 

French business now seems 
prepared to paly its part in the 
reforms taking Algeria closer to a 
market economy. 

“The present government is 
potting a lot of distance between 
itself and the FLN state,” the 
CNPF official said. The National 
Liberation Front (FLN) has con- 
trolled Algeria since independ- 
ence in 1962, including the state 
export and distribution networks. 

The CNPF official singled out 
the “resistance to change of these 
old structures” as a drawback to 
investment and trade- 


LONDON (AP) — De Beers 
tightened its grip on the global 
diamond market Wednesday with 
an exclusive five-year deal to sell 
the Soviet Union’s rough di- 
amond output, which could 
amount to a total of more than $5 
billion. • 

The financially strained Soviet 
Union, among foe world's biggest 
gem diamond producers, reached 
foe deal with de Beers because it 
wanted to sell a huge stockpile of 
diamonds without disrupting foe 
stable diamond market, de Beers 
said. 

The Soviet Union had refused 
to deal directly with the South 
African company because of 
apartheid, but now is willing to 
openly do business with de Beers' 
new Swiss arm, de Beers Centen- 
ary AG. 

“It certainly made it easier, 
yes,” de Beers spokesman Roger 
van Eeghen said. 

South Africa-based de Beers 
Consolidated Mines Limited estab- 
lished foe publicly-held Swiss 
company in May to bead up the 
non-South African businesses of 
foe de Beers Company, which is 
controlled by the wealthy 
Oppenfaeimer family of South 
Africa. . 

... De Beers Centenary, said in a 


statement released in Lucerne, 
Switzerland, and made available 
in London that it reached foe 
agreement with Glavalmazzoloto 
of the USSR for tbe exclusive 
export and sale of the Soviet 
Union’s diamond production. 

Glavalmazzoloto is the main 
administration for precious met- 
als and diamonds under the 
Soviet Union's Council of Minis- 
ters, de Beers said. 

It said its Luxembourg-based 
subsidiary. Centenary Holdings 
SA, has agreed to make a secured 
advance of $1 billion to Glaval- 
mazzoloto against future di- 
amond deliveries. Repayment 
would be made over five years 
beginning in November, it said. 

The Soviet diamond stockpile 
will be held at de Beers’ London- 
based marketing arm, the Central 
Selling Organisation , as collateral 
for foe Si-billion advance, de 
Beers said. 

Hie organisation, a 57-year-old 
cartel, has foe financial resources 
to hold large stocks of diamonds, 
which is how it keep the market 
stable. 

Although de Beers said it had 
no direct contact with tbe Soviet 
Union since 1963, diamond ex- 
perts say de Beers already sells 


most of foe Soviet Union’s west- 
bound diamonds. 

“We have not had an official 
agreement with the Russians. In 
the past, obviously, being major 
distributors of rough (diamonds), 
Russian diamonds have found 
their way into foe rough.” van 
Eeghen said. “It came through 
other sources, other channels.” 

All the world's major diamond 
producers, including Botswana, 
Australia, Tanzania, Zaire and 
Namibia, have sales contracts 
with de Beers Centenary. The 
Central Selling Organisation, as a 
result, markets 80 per cent of the 
world's rough diamond produc- 
tion of some 100 million carats. 

The organisation had sales of 
$4.09 billion last year. 

De Beers must renegotiate 
several key contracts this year, 
which experts have said might 
loosen its tight grip on foe mar- 
ket. 

Nicholas Opponheimer, de- 
puty chairman of de Beers 
Centenary, said in foe statement: 
“This historic contract between 
the Soviet Union's diamond in- 
dustry and de Beers Centenary is 
clearly m foe interests of the 
diamond trade in its widest 


Tal: 

810609,810605 
Fax: 810520 ’ 


STEALING HOME 


M Investing in GOLD is WISE 

Investing in GEMS is WISER 
Investing in GOLD & Your BIRTH GEMS 
is WISEST 

Compliments of 
" WORLD RESOURCES " 

Amra Hotel Shops, Amman. 

Where all your birth Gems 
are available in latest designs . 


FOR SALE 

Philippine furniture made of narra wood for sale. 

Please call 646395 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A foreign international company is looking to recruit in one 
of the Gulf countries: 

AN AGRICULTURAL ENGINEER 

Candidate must be: 

— MSC holder, specialised in crop protection with 2-3 
years experience in the field. 

— Graduated from a Jordanian University or A.U.B. 

— Fluent in both English and Arabic 
Please forward your C.V. to: 

P.O. Box 922 710 
Amman — Jordan 


LUXURIOUS VILLA FOR SALE 

Consists of a basement which includes a games hall, an annex 
for servants and other services, a first floor including salons, 
dining rooms, a bedroom, and two bathrooms, a first floor 
consisting of a suite which includes a jacuzi. four bedrooms and 
three bathrooms. The villa has a large garden and a swimming 
pool. The building has a modem design and decorations as well 
as a unique location. 

For I nf orm at ion call TeL 602169 Amman, Fax 604161, 
Amman. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Peugeot 505, family size, 7 seats, model 1989, dark blue 
metallic, 10,500 km, customs not paid, price JD 10,800. 

Tel: 840994 or 05/581766 



AQUAMARINA 1 + II 



Promoting tourism for Jordanian only this 
summer season 

From 26th July till 10th Oct ’90 

SPECIAL OFFER 


AQUA I 
AQUA I! 


JD 9:00 
JD 7:00 


* * * * Including Gov. Tax * * - * 

Experience an evening with "MAHA" and her BAND. "Gli Amici" in the 
Blue Lagoon Restaurant 

Coupled with a sumptuous Buffet of Traditional Arabic Dishes. 


.For reservation Tel. 316250-315165 





SALE 


Peugeot 505 GR station wagon 1988, customs free, 47,000 
km, A/C, central lock, power windows, power steering, 
Standard shift, white, excellent condition. 

Call - 662856 Abu Ahmed 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. 


Deluxe furnished apartment 3 bedrooms. 2 bathrooms, modem 
kitchen, L-shaped salon, colour TV. telephone, central heating, 
itercom and video. 

Location: Jabai Amman, in a quiet residential and safe area 3rd 
Circle. No water problem. 

Please cell Tel.: 641345, from 8-10 ajn., 5-10 p.m. and 

Friday all day. 


performance* M0. 630. &30 pjn. 


Cinema 


.CONCORD. 


Dureld Lahham / 
Madeline Tabar 

kafroun 


Performances: 330, 6:15, 830, 10:30 


Tel: 677420^H Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel: 634144 


Cinema 


NUOUM 


Tel: 675571 W Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 699238 



Adel Imam, Yusra 
in 

The Devil’s 
Island 

Performances: 1230, 3-J0, 6-JO, fctt, 10:45 p.m 
Friday & Sunday extra show at 11:00 a.m. 





Adel Imam, Yusra 

In 

The DeviFs 


sin > * 


Performances; 


UtH, 3sn, 1*30, IMS 


- xZ&rf. 












Armenian militia chief says 
no surrender to Gorbachev 


Massacre revives fears of Khmer Rouge savagery 


MOSCOW (R) — The comman- 
der of Armenia’s main outlaw 
paramilitary group said Friday be 
would defy President Mikhail 
Gorbachev’s order to dis band in 
15 days and warned of bloodshed 
if Soviet troops tried to enforce it. 

“It is better to (fie than betray 
your people," Razmik Vasilyan, 
commander of the Armenian 
National Army (ANA), said. 

“If they send in troops, they 
wifi cause a huge outcry. The 
whole republic wfil rise up. This 
would end in bloodshed which 
will serve neither os nor Mos- 
cow,” he told Reuters in a tele- 
phone interview from the Arme- 
nian capital, Yerevan. 

Vasilyan called for talks with 
Soviet officials to defuse tension 
in the troubled southern republic 
where hundreds of people have 
been killed in the past two years 
in dashes between ethnic Arme- 
nians and Azeris from neighbour- 
ing Azerbaijan. 

Bat be said his paramilitary 
group was vital to protect Arme- 
nians in the conflict over the 
disputed territory of Nagorno- 
Karabakh, an Armenian enclave 
within Azerbaijan. 

“We have nothing against 


Soviet power," Vasflyan said. 
“We want only to protect our 
people.” 

“We are ready to take the 
peaceful path, to sit down at the 
negotiating table with the Soviet 
au tho ri ties, with the Azeris, with 
anyone interested,” he added. 

Gorbachev issued a decree 
Wednesday threatening to use 
force if illegal armed groups (fid 
not yield their weapons and dis- 
band in 15 days. If local author- 
ities refused to act against the 
groups, army and Interior Minis- 
try troops would be sent in. 

Vasilyan commands the biggest 
of about four main illegal para- 
military groups. His force, based 
around Yerevan and in remote 
mountain country, is estimated 
by the Soveit press to number 
between 30,000 and 140,000 men. 

Interior Ministry (MVD) 
troops had appealed to Gor- 
bachev in recent weeks to allow 
them to act against the groups, 
accusing local authorities of 
allowing them to operate openly. 

Vasilyan said he did not think 
local authorities would take ac- 
tion against the ANA. 

Asked about reports in the 
Commpnist Party newspaper 


Pravda Friday that the ANA con- 
trolled huge arsenals including 
rockets, helicopters and 
submachine-guns, Vasilyan said: 

“The arms we have, it’s enough 
to make yon ay. Most of our 
armoury consists of hunting rifles 
taken from the MVD, plus about 
a hundred training rifles. The 
army seized the others (rockets 
and helicopters) a long time 
ago.” 

'The decree covers groups 
throughout the country, but has 
special significance in Armenia 
where dozens have been killed in 
clashes between guerrillas and 
troops in recent months. 

Soviet troops in Armenia were 
reinforced two years ago when 
the ethnic fighting erupted. But 
in recent months militant Arme- 
nian nationalist paramilitary 
groups have turned their guns on 
Soviet troops they accuse of sop- 
porting the Azeris. 

In late May, about 30 people 
were killed in shooting between 
troops and aimed groups in Yere- 
van. 

Use of armed forces against 
nationalist militants has led to 
bloodshed in the past 


S. Africa makes more arrests 
in connection with alleged plot 


JOHANNESBURG, South Afri- 
ca (AP) — More arrests of Afri- 
can National Congress (ANC) 
and Co mm unist activists are ex- 
pected in connection with an 
alleged plot to seize power if talks 
fail. South Africa's police chief 
said Friday. 

Gen. Johan Van Der Merwe 
said the detention of a number of 
senior ANC and South African 
Communist Party militants in re- 
cent days had yielded consider- 
able evidence of a conspi r acy. 

He told the state-run South 
African Broadcasting Coip. that 
more arrests “were likely,” but 
gave no details. 

. Also Friday, Business Day 
newspaper reported President 
F.W. de Klerk told ANC leader 
Nelson Mandela that Joe Slovo, 


leader of the South African Com- 
munist Party, must be dropped 
from talks with the government 
next week. 

The independent newspaper, 
quoting senior government 
sources, said De Klerk insisted 
Sol vo be dropped from the ANC 
delegation because of police evi- 
dence the Communists were 
ready to use violence to gain 
power. 

“There is no plot as far as we’re 
concerned,” Mandela said during 
an appearance at a nursery school 
in the township of Soweto. He 
met Thursday with De Klerk to 
discuss the allegations, and said 
Friday he would meet again with 
the president on Aug. 1. 

The ANC is scheduled to bold 
an executive meeting July 30. 


Tamil rebels attack 2 
military camps in north 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lankan 
Tamil separatist rebels attacked 
two seaside military camps in the 
north with small aims and mortar 
fire and were repulsed by naval 
gunboats, nriHtajy officers said 
Friday. 

One soldier and several rebels 
were injured in attacks on the 
K ankasanturai army and navy 
camps at the northern tip of the 
Indian Ocean island, the military 
said. 

The li berati on Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) guerrillas, fight- 
ing for a separate homeland in 
the northeast for the Tamil minor- 
ity, retreated after they were 
pounded with shells from naval 
gunboats. 

In Batticaloa in the east, one 
soldier was killed and six wound- 
ed when a patrol was attacked by 
rebels armed with mortars and 
automatic weapons, military 
sources said. 

Several rebels were killed in 
the army’s mopping up opera- 
tions in the east, where author- 
ities said the guerrillas were on 
the run in dense, tropical jungle. ■ 

Sri Lanka’s top general said 
Thursday he estimated 2,000 


Tamil rebels have been killed in 
six weeks of fighting with govern- 
ment troops. 

General Cyril Rauatunga, the 
Defence Ministry secretary, said 
785 Tigers were confirmed killed 
since the rebels launched an 
offensive in the north and east on 
June 11, ending 14 months of 
peace talks with the government. 

Nearly 500 security force mem-' 
bers have been killed, be said. 

The rebels, confronted by 
troops advancing on their north- 
ern stronghold, were trying to 
divert the attention of security 
forces by attacking villagers of 
the Sinhalese majority commun- 
ity, one military officer said. 

Since Tuesday, the Tigers have 
killed 42 Sinhalese villagers in 
three brutal attacks, the military 
said. 

Security in some villages was 
being strengthened with more 
armed guards and troop patrols, a 
government statement said. 

Officials have been unable to 
give civilian casualty figures. The 
Tigers said 2,000 Tamil civilians 
have died as a result of what they 
called atrocities by soldiers. 


Castro challenges West 
to grant visas to Cubans 


HAVANA (AP) — President 
Fidel Castro has told a huge rally 
that U.S. President George Bush 
has a “sick obsession” with trying 
to topple his Communist govern- 
ment. 

“Neither asleep nor awake can 
Bush forget about Cuba,” Castro 
told hundreds of thousands of 
people massed in Revolutionary 
Plaza to mark the 37th 
anniversary of the birth of his 
revolutionary movement, which 
took power in 1959. 

“When Bush goes to eat break- 
fast, he finds Cuba in his coffee, 
in his water, in his bread,” Castro 
said. 

Smiling, Castro invited Amer- 
icans to send boats to pick up 
Cubans wishing to leave the is- 
land, but it was not dear whether 
he was suggesting a renewal of 
the Mariel Boatlift. Under that 
operation, 125,000 Cabans went 
to Florida during a five-month 
period in 1980. 

“If the Yankees decide and 
they want to receive these poor, 
persecuted citizens, let them 
send the boats and the visas,” he 
said with obvious sarcasm. 

The anniversary of Castro’s re- 
volution is a national holiday, and 
state media urged citizens to 
attend die rally. Buildings were 
draped with Cuban flags for die 
occasion. 


Despite deepening economic, 
problems and growing interna- 
tional isolation, Castro was on 
the offensive during most of his 
two-hour, 45-minute speech. He 
appeared intent on rallying pat- 
riotic sentiment against Spain and 
. the United States, the foreign 
powers that once dominated 
Cuba. 

He accused Spain of collabor- 
ating with U.S. “imperialist” 
aims, and be announced tire can- 
cellation of a S£L5-miIIion Spanish 
economic aid programme. Spain 
suspended the programme last 
week after Cuba took a hard fine 
on Cabans who entered the Span- 
ish embassy seeking political asy- 
lum. 

In Madrid, the Spanish Foreign 
Ministry had no immediate com- 
ment. Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez was studying the re- 
marks at a regular Friday meeting 
with his cabinet. 

With the United States now on 
friendly terms with the Soviet 
Union, Cuba’s chief benefactor, 
Castro said Bosh has become 
increasingly aggress iv e tow ar d the 
Caribbean island nation of about 
10.5 mfllion people. 

He cited the start of Voice of 
America television broadcasts to 
Cuba last March as well as subse- 
quent U.S. military manoeuvres 
near the Cuban coast. 


Reports said De Klerk pre- 
sented police evidence of a Com- 
munist conspiracy to Mandela in 
their two-hour meeting Thurs- 
day. Mandela indicated that 
neither man had been convinced 
by tiie other’s arguments. 

In other developments Friday, 
police said four Mocks had been 
killed in separate incidents of 
black factional violence during 
the past 24 hours. The report 
gave no details. 

Police said they could not con- 
firm local press reports that a 
woman was killed and 29 people 
hurt Thursday when armed men 
attacked a train near Johannes- 
burg. Some reports said the 
attackers were from Inkatha, the 
conservative Zulu political 
movement. 

Koreans 
abandon 
talks on 
crossing 
border 

SEOUL (R) — A North Korean 
delegation knocked on South 
Korea’s door for a second day 
Friday but neither side could find 
tiie k<ty. 

- The five-member delegation 
finally abandoned its attempt to 
cross to the South to meet with 
the Chommnyon dissident coali- 
tion in Seoul, and Pyongyang 
warned darkly that the incident 
could adversely affect inter- 
Korean relations. 

Just a day before, North and 
South Korea had agreed to hold 
historic meetings between their 
prime ministers in September and 
October. 

It would be the highest-level 
contact between the Koreas ever 
held, and many diplomats and 
analysts believe it could help ease 
tensions on the Korean peninsu- 
la, where hostile armies glare at 
each other across a heavily forti- 
fied border. 

The North' Korean delegation, 
acxxmmamed by 10 reporters, in- 
tended to cross to the South at 
the border village of Panmunjom 
for the meeting to discuss a uni- 
fication rally next month. 

But negotiations between 
North and South Korean officials 
at Panmunjom, the only cr ossing 
point along the 250-kilometre 
long demilitarised zone separat- 
ing the two countries, foundered 
on procedural disputes. 

“The -southern side’s insincer- 
ity will affect the North-South 
relationship unfavourably and 
leave worrisome consequences,” 
a North Korean official told 
South Korean cou n terparts at 
Parmnmjom. 

Pyongyang castiga ted Seoul for 
fading to accept “a rational com- 
promise” on transport and 
•accommodation. Seoul said the 
delegation reneged on an earlier 
agreement by liaison officers to 
accept their conditions imposed 
for safety reasons. 

The meeting in question begun 
j Friday morning, minus the North 
Koreans, at a private conference 
centre in northern Seoul. 

The rally, proposed by 
Cbommnyon, and endorsed by 
both sides, aims to bring together 
elements of the worldwide Ko- 
rean National Community to 
Panmunjom on Aug. 15, Korean 
Independence Day. 

About two dozen Chonminyon 
members gathered at a car-park 
cm Friday at the southern end of 
the Imjin River Bridge. 


PHNOM PENH (R) — School- 
boy Ly Marin was riding on the 
roof of the train with gifts of 
rice and chickens for a brother 
living in the Cambodian capital 
when Khmer Rouge urines Mew 
the train in half. 

“Small boys like me get to 
travel for free up there,” the 
13-year-old said. 

The Khmer Rouge guerrillas 
struck in the early afternoon as 
the ancient French-built locomo- 
tive chugged through Kompong 
(Tihrmng pr o vin ce 60 Idkxnetres 
west of its destination. 

Their urine blasts were a brutal 
overture to the July 15 massacre 
that ranks among the worst atro- 
cities in the 11-year conflict. 

Guerrillas hidden in die jungle 
alongside the tracks poured rock- 
et and machmegun fire into the 
five derailed carriages, according 
to accounts from four survivors 
interviewed in Phnom Penh’s 
April 17 hospital and doctors and 
relief workers. 

In the two hours that followed 
the attack, tiie Khmer Rouge 

guerrillas shot wounded passen- 
gers as they lay on the ground, 
robbed them of money, jewellery 
and goods, and threw grenades 
into carriages, the survivors said. 

Ly Marin is now lying on a cot 
in the filthy, fetid hospital, his left 
arm amputated at the elbow. 
Thrown from the train, his arm 
ripped by shrapnel, he hid terri- 
fied behind a tree until it was 
over. Then he walked with other 
survivors to the nearest station, at 
Mnok. 

“It was painful but I was so 
scared I had to keep up,” he said 
through an interpreter. 

Doctors have still not told him 
his mother was killed. 

Defence Minister General Tie 
Banh said 53 men, women and 
children were killed and 100 
wounded in tiie July 15 massacre. 
Independent sources say the fi- 
gure does not appear to be ex- 
aggerated. 

Joe lie Goire, a Belgian phy- 
siotherapist at the April 17 Hos- 
pital, said 46 people were brought 
there with fractures, shrapnel and 
bullet wounds. More were taken 
to other hospitals. 





Khmer Rouge gnerefias sit on a jde of cap t ur e d 


“Many of the seriously wound- 
ed died overnight in Kompong 
Chhnang hospital,” she said. 

The hospitals, denied humanita- 
rian aid by Western govern m ents 
who do not recognise the Cambo- 
dian government, struggled to 
cope. 

“We have shortages of medi- 
cine, plasma. Mood transfusion 
equipment, antibiotics," Gone 
said. 

The Communist Khmer 
Rouge, fighting to regain the 
power they lost in 1979, have 
probed deeper into the Cambo- 
dian interior in recent months. 
They claim to be winning the 
support of die peasants, treating 
them well and saying they are 
fighting a government subser- 
vient to the traditional enemy, 
Vietnam. 

The train massacre is thought 
to be the worst incident of its kind 
in the war. But it was not unique, 
relief workers and Cambodian 
mili tary officials say. 

An ambush on a train near tiie 
coastal town of Kompot on July 1 


killed at least 13 people, officiate 
say. 

The train assaulted on July 15 
was heading east along the vital 
but vulnerable line from Battam- 
bang, a city near the Hud border, 
to the capftaL It was packed with 
holidaying students and peasants 
going to market. 

No train had left Battamhang 
for eight days because of the 
security situation, said fanner 
and part-time militiaman Khtm 

Mon. ' 

Passengers were piled onto flat 
tracks pushed in front of the 
engine to catch mines. The explo- 
sions severed tiie train after the 
fifth carriage passed and the en- 
gine steamed off as guerrillas 
tried to stop it, Eng Yeth, the 
chief state railway official on the 
train, said. 

Fng Yeth said the 40 militia- 
men on the train put up a fight, 
but Khtm Mon said most of them 
eventually fled. 

Eng Yeth stripped out of his 
uniform and lay cm the ground to 
avoid being shot when tiie looting 


U.S. eases stand slightly on 
issue of Vietnamese boat people 


JAKARTA (R) — The United 
States said Friday it would try to 
ease the problem of Vietnamese 
boat people pouring into South 
East Asia by looking for ways to 
send back more voluntarily. 

“While we continue to oppose 
involuntary repatriation, we are 
willing to support UNHCR's 
(United Nations High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees) suggestion 
fora new category of returnees — 
those who do not object,” U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 


He was speaking at tiie start of 
two days of talks, so far domin- 
ated by Indochinese issues, with 
the Association of South East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) and its 
major trade and regional partners 
— Canada, New Zealand, Au- 
stralia, the European Commun- 
ity, Japan and the United States. 

Refugees are now either clas- 
sified as political and given asy- 
lum in the West or as economic 
migrants who, under a year-old 
international pact, must return to 
Vietnam. Both Hanoi and 
Washington have refused to 
agree to forcible repatriation. 

“The refugee problem is one 
which fundamentally stems from 
oppression in Vietnam,” said a 


senior U.S. official, explaining 
his government’s stand. 

He said he did not know how 
many of the more than 120,000 
boat people around Asia would 
fell into the “no objection” categ- 
ory outlined by Baker. 

Foreign ministers of ASEAN 
— Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
tiie Philippines, Singapore and 
Thailand — attacked Washington 
earlier this week for its refugee 
policy and threatened to stop 
offering temporary asylum if U.S. 
policy did not change. 

“I think the Americans have 
got a mental blockage," said one 
ASEAN diplomat. “I know 
they’ve got their domestic prob- 
lems but so have we. We’ve got 
camps of refugees on our bor- 
ders.” 

On the question of Cambodia, 
the two sides appeared to have 
reduced their differences after 
Washington ruffled ASEAN 
feathers by abruptly announcing 
last week it would stop support 
for the guerrilla coalition that is 
trying to overthrow the Phnom 
Penh government installed by 
Vietnam II years ago. 

U.S. officials said one aim of 
the move was to exclude the 
radical Khmer Rouge, who 


dominate the guerrilla coalition. 

“IPs dear tint on the bask 
objectives (in Cambodia) and on 
major goals we remain on tiie 
same track... on tiie tactics three 
is a different perception,” In- 
donesian Foreign Minister AH 
Alatas said. 

Focus has increasingly centred 
on the need for a Supreme 
National Council of prominent 
Cambodians to lead the country 
to free elections, ami which could 
hold the United Nations seat now 
occupied by tiie guerrilla coali- 
tion. 

The U.S. official would not 
speculate on who might be an 
acceptable member of the coun- 
cil. 

“What dearly doesn’t fit in is 
those trying to shoot their way 
into power,” he said, apparently 
referring to the nuHtariiy power- 
ful Khmer Rouge, blamed for the 
deaths of one million Cambo- 
dians during their 1975-79 rule. 

Several delegates agreed inter- 
national efforts needed to resume 
soon to persuade the waning 
factious to agree on a council. 
One dismissed chances of success 
at proposed talks among the fac- 
tions next week in Paris. 


Burma opposition to meet over 
growing crisis with army rulers 


RANGOON (R) — Soldiers and 
riot police With automatic rifles 
and tear-gas launchers patrolled 
Rangoon Friday after small de- 
monstrations by students in the 
past week marked the most open 
defiance of army rale in more 
than a year. 

Burma’s political opposition 
said that this weekend it would 
hold its largest meeting since its 
win in May 27 elections. Opposi- 
tion leaders said they hoped the 
meeting would defuse growing 
frustration among their young 
supporters and rekindle the dim- 
ming hopes for a peaceful hand- 
over of power from the army. 

Witnesses said at least five 
high-school students were de- 
tained Monday afternoon when 
soldiers broke up a crowd of over 
200 students who briefly blocked 
traffic and- chanted pro- 
democracy slogans in the main 
district of Rangoon. 

Other small demonstrations 
were reported in Burma’s second- 
largest city, Mandalay, 700 
kilometres north of Rangoon, 
and Prome, 270 kflometres north 
of the capital 

Victorious candidates of the 
National League for Democracy, 
which won 396 of the 485 seats 
contested in tiie elections, will 
meet at Gandhi Hall in Rangoon 


Saturday to demand an early 
meeting of a new National 
Assembly, Acting Party Chair- 
man Kyi Maung said. 

“The main purpose is to ask 
the (army council) to convene the 
legislative assembly,” be said in 
an interview at the crowded and 
noisy party headquarters. “We 
want to know the approximate 
time frame they have set out for 
the transfer of power.” 

He also said tiie league would 
renew its demand for foe release 
of its leader, Aung San Sun Kyi, 
who has been under house arrest 
for more titan a year. Security 
around her home in Rangoon 
remains heavy. 

There is no sign that Burma's 
milita ry leaders, who took power 
after suppressing massive pro- 
democracy demonstrations in 
September, 1988, will accept civi- 
lian rule soon. 

Official military statements 
have said a long process of verify- 
ing election results and writing a 
new constitution will be necessary 
before the army gives up power. 
Diplomats and other observers in 
Rangoon believe the military’s 
delaying tactics may deny the 
Democracy League any chance to 
form a gove rnm ent. 

“The army snatched victory 
.-from the people two years ago by 


shooting thousands of them in the 
streets," said a senior Western 
diplomat. “It may be happ ening 
again now more quietly.” 
Frustration at the army’s refus- 
al to hand over power has begun 
to spill over into the streets. 

Heavy security measures have 
quickly s up pressed student pro- 
tests but the series of demonstra- 
tions continued, raising tensions 
in the already anxious capital. 

Helmeted and grim-faced sol- 
diers clutching rifles and riot 
truncheons are keeping vigil 
through torrential monsoon 
dow n po u rs at key positions in the 
city. 

"They axe like a foreign army 
of occupation," an old man said. 
“Even when the Japanese con- 
quered Burma in World War II 
they didn’t need so many troops 
to control the people.” 
Democracy League and stu- 
dent leaders say they are trying to 
discourage protests, which they 
fear might lead to violence and 
intensified rep res s ion. 

“I am teflmg the students to. 
keep calm,” the acting chairman 
of foe outlawed AH Burma Fed- 
eration of Student Unions, Ko 
Ko Gyi, said. “We want to pur- 
sue the peaceful route but if there 
is no change soon foe activists will 
lose patience.” 


began. “I heard- the Khmer 
Rouge, say we were travelling on 
a Vietnamese train,” he said. 

He said he saw one miKtiamca 
who had taken off his uniform 
summarily shot. 

Khhn Mon said be saw four 
wounded people shot dead after 
being robbed of watches and 
bracelets. The Khmer Rouge 
erven took away motorbikes, be 

will 

Onn Day, a 34-year-old 
businesswoman, was' {mined by 
her leg under a carriage. She said 
the guerrillas took 5,000 riels 
($100) and some gold from her 
nurse. 

w “I asked them to help me and 
they said I should lie there and be 
happy,” die said in the hospital. 

She was freed after govern- 
ment troops readied the scene 
and the Khmer Rouge fled. 

She collapsed in tears when 
asked about her experiences 
under the Khmer Rouge’s 1975- 
79 role. Her parents and a 
brother and sister were killed, she 
sobbed. 


Philippine 
gunmen kill 
3 in 
Manila 

MANILA (Agencies) — .Gun- 
men wearing mflitary fatigues kil- 
led tiie Htipino president of a 
Singapore construction firm , and 
two companions Friday during a 
daylight ambush in foe heart of 
tiie dty. 

Separately, a human rights 
lawyers* group denounced a Sup- 
reme Court ruling allowing the 
mflitary and police to arrest sus- 
pected members of rebel orga- 
nisations without a warrant. 

In tins Manila shooting, police 
identified the victims as buaness- 
man Carlito Liao, president of 
Jurong Engineering (Philippines) 
Inc., has police escort, Patrolman 
1st Class Sergio Abetria; and 
driver FeHx Agueoza. - ■ 

Police Cpl. Rey Cristobal said 
unknown assailants riding in a car 
and a jeep cut off Liao’s white 
Mercedes Benz cm a commercial 
street. 

At least two of the gunmen 
jumped from the jeep and 
sprayed the victims with semi- 
automatic gun fire at dose range, 
Cristobal said. The victims died 
at the scene, and their assailants 
■fled in the car and jeep, Cristobal 
said. 

The military Friday reported 
that a grenade exploded during a 
village dance Wednesday in the 
southern Philippines, killing four 
people and wounding 17 others. 

Lt-CoL Ruben OabagKt, Phi- 
lippine Constabulary provincial 
commander, said the incident 
took place in a village on the 
Outskirts of San Fernando town 
jn Bukidnon province, about 880 
kilometres south east of Manila. 

Cabaglit said the villagers, all 
members of the Matigsakig tribe, 
were dancing to celebrate a tribal 
feast when the explosion took 
place. 

The report did not say whether : 
the grenade was thrown by an j 
unidentified assailant or was i 
accidentally dropped by one of 
'those attending the dance, 
Cabaglit said. 

Meanwhile Defence Secretary 
Fidel Ramos accused politicians 
Friday of stealing relief goods 
intended for victims of the devas- 
tating July 16 quake that toiled at 
least 1,600 people in foe Philip- 
pines- 

Local poHtkaang “ in t er c ep ted 
relief goods for distribution to 
their bailiwicks, even if they were 
unaffected” by foe quake, Ramos 
told reporters. 

The quake, measuring 7.7 on 
foe Richter Seale, devastated large 
areas of the northern Philippines. 
More than 3,000 people were 
injured and at least-1,000 were 
missing in the quake, the worn to 

hit foe Fhilippbes in tire past 14 
years. 


Cher’s suddtn fear , 
of tying dalaya four 

HALIFAX, Nova Scotia (Ar- 
cher’s sudden fear of- flying js 
delaying her concert ' tour. It 
started when fear chattered U.S. 
air plane developed engine trou- 
Me and had to make an, emergen- 
cy landing in. New Jersey^. The 
incident shook Cher up and fob 
refused to fly, pre fer rin g to travel 
by train to Boston andtfcen -by 
bus to Halifax^ promoter Jack 
Livingstone said Thursday.; Her 
soid-ortconcertori^ 
doled for Wednesday night in 
.Halifax has been rescbednled for 
Friday. Thursday's planned show 
in Moncton, New Brunswick, has 
been moved to. Saturday night, 
and a Saturday concert at Old 
Orchard Beach, Maine, has been 
moved to Sunday. Fans who can’t 
make" the rescheduled concerts 
will get then money" baefc -r 

U.& lieutenant 
accused of raping - 
woman officer : 

ROTA, Spain (R) — . The XJ.S., 
Nkvy has begun a court martial at 
its naval base inso u th cm Spamof 
a tieotenant accused on raping 
a woman officer-on bpard foip. 
Lieutenant Robin Brown faces a 
maximum : sentence of life impris- 
onment, tiie ibai'of aB/mflitBiy 
pay and allowances and dismissal 
from the nnlitaiy if found- guilty. 
Thenavychose-a woman' officer 
to help ; defend Brown -at foe 
hearing , at foe Rota. U.S. Navy 
Base, where the first witnesses 
were due ta appear Wednesday. 
Navy spokeswoman' .lieutenant 
Paul Weishaupt saidBrown, from 
Rawhns, Wyoming, was alleged 
to havc raped the officer in her 
cabin; oh the U.S. ammunition 
ship Sqribadn On April 4 when 
the ship wa&m'tito^Spamfo port 
of Cartagena. 'Weishaiipt said 
navy legal officers recalled similar 
cases but had -not been abfe to 
trade them down fe rettorfo. The : 
woman, whose name , was with- 
held, was One of 34v women 
assigned to foe foip, which has ia 
crewot350. 

Row fevet taring 
all erupts in French 
topless resort - : ^ 

SAINT-TROPEZ, EranceCR)— 
The French' resort that gave -the 
world topless bathing -Ts in .a 
lather over: official attempts to 
force trade bathers to coyer up or 
face a small fine. Samt-Tropez 
Mayor Alain Spada sought to 
cool down the summer-time row 
in an interview with Reuters, 
admitting he had taken off bis 
swimming tranks in the past. “I 
have already swum without 
trunks, especially for a midnight 
dip or in a creek. It’s very nice,” 
he said. But -the mayor of 
France's most prestigious resort 
— made famous tty its best- 
known resident, former movie 
sex symbol Brigitte Bardot 
said police were trying to. crack 
down on exMbitionists flaunting 
themselves on family beaches. 
Spada has been accused of puri- 
tani^m since announcing this - 
month that node bathers would 
be fined 75 francs-($13) — half the 
price of a cheap bfltinf — if 
caught by police. “It’s not a 
question of declaring war a gainst 
nudists,” said Spada, adding that 
the municipal by-law was aime d 
“purely at people whom we have 
been informed are practising ex- 
hibitionists.” 


New York outlaws 
dwarf tossing 

ALBANY, New York (R) — 
New York -state has officially 
< -outlawed dwarf tossing and dwarf 
bowling, calHhg the Australian 
“sports” dehomanismg to tiie en- 
tire dwarf, population.. There 
were no concrete proposals to 
establish such activities in the 
state, but the governor and legisl- 
ature wanted to make sure m- 
foing like the events that have 
been reported to take place in 

Australian bars occur in New 
York. Opponents argued that foe 
new law prevents consenting 
adults from utilising their yrial 
ckartttteristics in, the -market- 
place. Bur lawmaker Michael 
B ragman said Tuesday barfing . 
{ ^ ar ^ Sana a. room of using 
dwarfs in place of bowting. balls 
was “dehumanising to the entire 
dwarf crmnnmrity.rin ognin g foe' 
ban, w hich- ta kes effect On Ang. 
19, Governor Mario Onomo said 
foe state, “does not frgb tty impose 
bnfos on fooactivitire-of consent- : 
mg participants.” But he added 
that because “ho com has yet 
found, that proMMtmg-this activ- 
ity violates aay constitutionally 
protected interest.** he wptridgo. 
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